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Granton & District Community Council 
Monday, 25 February 2019, 18:30-20:30, Royston and Wardieburn Community Centre 

 

In Attendance:  
Fred Marinello (Chair), Donald McDonald, Mizan Rahman (Secretary), Lorna Forsyth, Jill Talēyarkhan, 
Martyn Whyte, Cllr Jim Campbell, Rod Shearer, PC Tony Lawrence, Anne Reid, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2. Apologies 
Deidre Brock MP, Ben McPherson MSP, Cllr George Gordon 
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes. They were moved by Lorna 
Forsyth and Seconded by Fred Marinello. 
 

4. Guest speaker(s) and presentations 
There were no guests this month. 
 

5. Police Report 
a. PC Lawrence reported that he did not have much to report this month. 
i. A break-in at West Ferryfield between 7-9.30 am through an insecure livingroom door. 
ii. A LeMond bike worth £3k was stolen from a garage in Ferry Road. 
iii. A car break-in overnight in Grierson Gardens when some documents were stolen. 
iv. Cycle stolen from a stairwell in East Pilton Farm (secured but owner away on 

holiday). 
v. Crewe Loan – a car bonnet was scratched. 
 
b. PC Lawrence reported that they had had a conversation with the Javits owners 
and CEC about the parking issue. Javits advised that they are in the process of buying 
the land and had been given permission to park their cars there. PC Lawrence said he 
was still waiting confirmation of this from CEC and Cllr Campbell said that he will make 
enquiries. If the land has not been adopted then it is possible that this is the case. 

 
c. The bogus window cleaner still seems to be active. If approached, you should 
call the police to report him on 101. 

 
6. Elected Member Report 

a. Cllr Campbell reported that although the Budget had been passed, £33m of 
savings/cuts will need to be found. 

 
b. There is some concern about health and social care delivered by IJB as there is a 
£30m spending gap between 2018/19 and 2019/20 so they too will need to deliver 
savings and services, which will be challenging. 
 



 
 

2 
 

c. The Waterfront Working Group has shared the architect’s proposals and the 
consultation is still live. While this is a great opportunity, there is no guarantee of 
success. They have received the message that a mixed economy is required. 

 
d. Cllr Campbell talked a little about how Forth Ward has changed over the last 
five years. The Economy Watch report from CEC shows that the ward has gone from the 
highest claimant count in the city/country/UK to now be lower than the rest of the city 
of Edinburgh and the UK averages. That is a big change in a relatively short space of 
time. 

 
e. Cllr Campbell was asked if he could provide an update on the situation with the 
McGills administration. Four hundred and twenty-four units are affected in Edinburgh, 
170 of them in Forth ward. He advised that negotiations between the administrator and 
CEC are ongoing. The council simply does not have the capacity to take on the work so 
must find a new contractor, which must go to tender and they will require to be on a 
secure financial footing. 

 
f. Donald McDonald said that it was clear from conversations he had had in the 
community that if PCHP did close, it would create challenges in health and social care in 
North Edinburgh that would be difficult to meet. 
 

7. Secretary’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
Mizan asked who would like to attend the Community Workers’ Lunch at Granton Parish 
Church on 4 April 2019. Jill Talēyarkhan will attend on GDCC’s behalf. 
 
b. The consultation on the Community Council Scheme Review was still open and 
he asked everyone to go and leave their comments. Likewise for the Edinburgh Poverty 
Commission consultation, which closes on 8 March 2019. 
 
c. Fred asked Mizan to remove the MP, MSP and Councillors surgery item from the 
newsletter as not everyone was represented AND as an apolitical organisation it was not 
appropriate to have that in the newsletter. 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Lorna had no changes to report but she had received two invoices from the Secretary at 
this meeting so she will report back at the next meeting. 
 
b. The renewal notice had been received for the Public Liability and Slander 
insurance policy. There was a short discussion about this and it was agreed to renew the 
policy. 

 
9. EDI Report 

Nothing to report this month. 
 

10. Neighbourhood Partnership/NW Locality Report 
Nothing to discuss this month. 
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11. AOCB 
Fred led a discussion about what might be on a community ‘wish list’ for the 
Waterfront. The main stumbling block seems to be lack of clarity on the infrastructure 
improvements that are required in order to create a destination that people would want 
to visit. Cllr Campbell observed that Edinburgh’s population is increasing at about 1% pa 
which is why there is a housing shortage. This is why house building is such a challenge. 
 

12. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday 25 March 2019, 18:30, RWCC 


