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Minutes: Granton & District Community Council Meeting 
Monday 26 November 2018, 19:00-21:00 

Royston and Wardieburn Community Centre 

 

In Attendance: Fred Marinello, Donald McDonald, Mizan Rahman, Lorna Forsyth, Jill 
Talēyarkan, Rod Shearer, K. Wright, Anne Reid, PC Tony Lawrence, Christopher Miles, 
Suzanne Ebel (Minutes),  
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Fred reminded everyone that any ‘walkabouts’ that result in a Neighbourhood 
Environmental Programme application (NEP) must be brought to the Community Council 
for discussion. It is important that members declare if they have a conflict of interest 
when putting in an application and using the Community Council as a sponsor or 
supporter of any application. 
 
(There had been an inadvertent infringement of this regulation.) 
 

2. Apologies 
Councillor George Gordon, Deidre Brock MP, Ben MacPherson MSP 

 
3. Approval of previous Minutes 

This will be done at the January meeting. 
 

4. Video Presentation: Granton Castle Walled Gardeners 
The Granton Walled Gardeners have a new film showing the development of the Garden 
to date and charting its history and importance to the local area. It can be viewed here: 
https://www.facebook.com/writteninfilmedinburgh/videos/483348735487819/ 

 
5. Police Report 
a) PC Lawrence provided some background to the work that was undertaken in the run-up 

to 5 November. This was in response to the mass disorder that had occurred in West 
Pilton and Muirhouse in 2017. Working in partnership with CEC and local youth 
organisations, unauthorised bonfire material was removed by the council – there were 
three of these. (Fly-tipped material was also being added to the piles which might have 
had serious consequences if lit.) Forty youths were taken to Ratho by MYGC and GYC 
was also active in keeping young people busy on the night. The riot vans were deployed 
as a strong visible presence. 
 
On the night there were 8 arrests (fireworks thrown at the police); five of these were 
held for court and three were charged at home in front of their parents. There were no 
injuries to police officers or the public and no cars were set on fire. All parties will 
continue to work together in 2019 to develop the planning. 
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b) There were fewer than usual recorded crimes in the ward this month but there were a 
few break-ins: 
• In Crewe Grove 
• In Ferryfield during the afternoon between 15:30 and 18:30 
• In Fraser Crescent – forced entry through the conservatory 
• A car in Grierson Square 
• The ‘pop-up Bob’ traffic calming cut-out was stolen from Lower Granton Road 

c) PC Lawrence clarified the beat boundaries in response to a question, there is a little 
crossover in our ward but it is time-consuming to list the crimes as it has to be done 
street by street and there are more crimes recorded in adjacent beat areas. PC Lawrence 
will inform us of anything of note from other beats. 

Q: What follow-up has there been for the owners of the Crewe Grove burglary? PC 
Lawrence responded that advice is always given but it does not have to be taken. The 
questioner’s concern was the unkempt hedge that blocks both the pavement and clear sight 
views. Cllr Campbell added that CEC can write to people advising that they need to cut their 
hedge or the CEC will do it. However, if the CEC feels that it is unlikely to recoup the money 
it may not do this. 
Q: Mizan commented on the incident involving the police in his street. The amount of noise 
from the police trying to open the door of the building concerned and length of time of the 
operation was unsettling for residents and they had no idea why the operation took place. 
PC Lawrence responded that for obvious reasons there would be no advance notice of an 
operation like this and there could be a number of reasons why it was necessary. 
Q: Donald reported that he had been approached by two youths with a tray full of poppies, 
which they were trying to sell, in Pilton on 20 November 2018. He asked if anyone had 
reported this and added that he had told them that they should not have the poppies or be 
trying to sell them in the street. 
 
6. Elected Members Reports 
a) Cllr Campbell informed the group that the Waterfront Working Group had heard from 

the architect for the Waterfront Development at the last meeting and were going to 
hear from the Urban Planner at the next meeting. They are trying to keep everyone 
informed and involved so that their voice is heard. 

b) CEC CEO, Andrew Kerr had been around the ward, looking at Trinity Academy, Lower 
Granton Road and the Waterfront to see the challenges and proposed development 
locations. 

Q: Suzanne asked where the council were in taking the rest of the cottages in LGR into the 
Trinity Conservation Area. Rod Shearer reminded the group that we had previously been 
told that there will be a consultation in December. 
Q: Jill asked why the situation with the pavements in Crewe Road North was still unresolved. 
The pavements are quite dangerous and people are reluctant to go out. Cllr Campbell 
replied that the roads and pavements programme is well behind and the improvement plan 
seems to be taking longer than usual too. R&P has only carried out one third of planned 
works and there are significant underspends in this department. There are fewer staff to do 
the same work and a lack of effective management of the projects. 
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7. Secretary’s Report 
a) Matters arising from the Secretary’s Report 

There were no matters arising from the Secretary’s Report. 
b) Mizan had attended a Money Advice event at the Prentice Centre that was trying to 

prepare people for the roll-out of Universal Credit in Edinburgh on 28 November. In 
connection to this he drew attention to the Children 1st benefit drop-in for parents at 
Granton Primary School. 

c) As CAN’s funding ends in March they are investigating how they can help other 
community groups until then. 

d) Mizan drew attention to a number of forthcoming events and consultations with 
imminent closing dates. 

Q: Where are the paper copies of the newsletters currently being distributed? In care 
homes, churches, doctors’ surgery, individuals and on the notice boards. It was asked if 
Morrisons would be a good spot and this will be checked. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report 
a) Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report: There were no matters to report. 
The current balance is £1866.84 after £100 was transferred to Petty Cash. The balance in 
Petty Cash is £76.00 after £29.00 was paid for the Remembrance Day Service wreath. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Partnership/NW Locality Report 
a) The Waterfront Master Plan re-engagement event at Madelvic House on 8 November 

had good turn-out. This was the first event of a planned series. The council is now 
turning its attention to how it will pay for it. The architects are working on the Master 
Delivery Plan and deciding on the best mix of housing, industry etc. 

b) Infrastructure continues to be a challenge. There is not enough data on traffic flow, 
pollution etc in the north side of the city and work is required to gather the necessary 
empirical data. 

 
Fred commented that this project is apolitical and it is important that everyone has a 
stake in it. 

 
10. Planning, Licensing and Consultation 
a) Edinburgh Marina is appealing to the Scottish Government Reporter over the CEC 

Planning decision. 
 
11. AOCB 
a) The Remembrance Day Service at Granton Parish Church was attended by Donald 

McDonald, Lorna Forsyth and Mizan Rahman, and a wreath laid on behalf of GDCC. 
b) Asbestos has now been found in Granton Youth Centre and it needs a new heating 

system but it is unclear where the money for this will come from. 
c) The Pearls of Wisdom exhibition celebration reception takes place on 6 December. ‘The 

Minister for Older People and Equalities, Christine McKelvie MSP will give a short speech 
and Elizabeth Bryan from Age Scotland will say a few words. 
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The invitations to this event will include the people whose heads have been sculpted, the 
sculptor, representatives from each group that nominated a sitter for the ‘heads’  also our 
funders and granton:hub steering group and Trustees. 
  
 This project is all about getting older people who have contributed a lot to our community 
to be visible and recognised by young and old so we will be taking the ‘heads’ on tour 
around the community giving your friends and families opportunities to see the art work 
and read all about it!’ 
d) Granton Information Centre staff have been invited to a reception at the Scottish 

parliament in recognition of their work. 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting 

**Monday, 28 January 2019, 18:30** 
 


