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Minutes: Granton & District Community Council AGM 2018 
Monday 29 October 2018, 19:00-19:20 

Royston and Wardieburn Community Centre 

 

In Attendance: Cllr George Gordon, Fred Marinello, Donald McDonald, Mizan Rahman, 
Lorna Forsyth, Martin Whyte, Kasif Ather, Rod Shearer, Laura Munro, Anne Reid, PC Tony 
Lawrence, PC Sarah Hall, Rosie Priest (NGS), Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 
1. Opening Remarks 

 
Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Cllr Gordon to oversee the nomination 
and election of new office bearers for 2018-19. 
Councillor Gordon reminded the office bearers past and future that the AGM should be a 
completely separate part of the meeting, with its own Agenda, which listed the AGM 
business and the positions available for nominations. This was to be rectified for 2019-20.  
 
2. Apologies 

 
Jill Talēyarkan, Cllr Camy Day , Cllr Jim Campbell, Ben MacPherson MSP, Deidre Broock MP 

 
3. Nominations 

 
Cllr Gordon called for nominations. 

 
Position Nomination Proposed Seconded 
Chair Fred Marinello Lorna Forsyth Martyn Whyte 
Secretary Mizan Rahman Martyn Whyte Lorna Forsyth 
Treasurer Lorna Forsyth Fred Marinello Mizan Rahman 
Minute Secretary Suzanne Ebel Fred Marinello Lorna Forsyth 
Association of Community 
Councils (EACC)  

Martyn Whyte Fred Marinello Mizan Rahman 

Neighbourhood 
Partnership/Localities 
Committee 

Fred Marinello 
Mizan Rahman 

Martyn Whyte Lorna Forsyth 

Planning Lorna Forsyth Fred Marinello Suzanne Ebel 
Community Councillor (Co-
opted)  

Laura Munro Mizan Rahman Fred Marinello 

 
Other positions will be discussed at the November meeting. 
 
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

a) Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the previous AGM Minutes and they were 
proposed by Lorna Forsyth and seconded by Fred Marinello. 
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5. Annual Report from Chair, Secretary 
 

A printed report was distributed. The electronic version will be available from the GDCC 
website.  
 
6. Treasurer’s Report 

 
The Treasurer presented the annual audited accounts. There were no matters arising and 
the accounts were proposed by Fred Marinello and seconded by Suzanne Ebel. A copy of 
the report enclosed in this minutes (annex) 
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Minutes: Granton & District Community Council Meeting 
Monday 29 October 2018, 19:00-19:20 

Royston and Wardieburn Community Centre 

 

In Attendance: Cllr George Gordon, Fred Marinello, Donald McDonald, Mizan Rahman, 
Lorna Forsyth, Martin Whyte, Kasif Ather, Rod Shearer, Laura Munro, Anne Reid, PC Tony 
Lawrence, PC Sarah Hall, Rosie Priest (NGS), Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Cllr Gordon for overseeing the 
election of the new office bearers. 

 
2. Apologies 

Jill Talēyarkan, Councillor Jim, Councillor Camy Day, Deidre Brock MP, Ben MacPherson 
MSP 

 
3. Annual Report from Chair, Secretary and Treasurer 

See separate AGM Minutes. 
 

4. Election of Office Bearers 
See separate AGM Minutes. 

 
5. Guest Speaker – Rosie Priest, Community Development Officer, National Galleries of 
Scotland (NGS)  

Rosie spoke about the NGS and Waterfront Project. Now that they have the land (14,000 
sqm inside and almost the same outside) they will build a new facility on it. What it 
should do, what it should look like and what programmes it should run will be guided by 
community input. They do not want to replicate anything that is being done by City of 
Edinburgh Council but want to complement where possible. There is a Memorandum of 
Understanding, as part of the City Deal, in place. This MoU covers a variety of 
community development (including housing). 

 
The indoor space won’t house an art collection: it will be where the national collection 
of art for Scotland is stored, it will hold literally thousands of works of art and will be 
where conservation for works of art takes place. A working group will be set up with 
representation from all of the primary partners. 

 
John McAslan + Partners will use ‘passivhaus’ design principles to build an eco-friendly 
building, one of Europe’s largest. Details of the plan can be found on: 
http://bit.ly/2LfYbzv 

 
There was a question and answer session: 
 
Q Why is money being spent on this when there are so many economic and social 
challenges in this ward? 
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A While part of Rosie’s job is to be aware of these challenges, NGS cannot change the 
situation per se but NGS can work with multiple partners and stakeholders to help form the 
space and make sure NGS is having a positive socio-economic impact while bringing people 
to art and the activities on offer.  
 
Q Will there be discounted entry fees for community groups? 
 
A. All of the NGS sites are free. The outdoor space will be accessible to everyone. Rosie has 
been speaking to Granton Community Gardeners and the Granton Castle Walled Garden 
representatives to see if they want to be involved. Other engagement visits will begin in 
schools then roll out to further community groups. 
 
Q Will NGS be linking with Edinburgh College to offer opportunities to people of all ages? 
 
A Cllr Gordon added that there is a Local Labour Agreement in place as CEC owns the land 
so is able to enforce and monitor this. For example, Modern Apprenticeships will be offered 
across the board at construction. Cllr Gordon also pointed out that we must not forget 
about the aging population of the ward either. Rosie answered that she was speaking to 
LOOPS and the 6 care homes in the ward about a range of issues in this regard including 
being dementia friendly. 
 
Q Would there be a café or some kind of ‘eating’ space, perhaps a social enterprise café run 
for the community by the community. 
 
A Everything is up for discussion! It was a question that was being asked often. 
 
6. Police Report 
a) PC Tony Lawrence and PC Sarah Hall attended. There were no reported housebreakings 

this month. Two pedal cycles were stolen from East Pilton Farm and Hesperus Crossway. 
b) PC Lawrence reported that he did not have an update for the attempted break-in at 150 

Lower Granton Road. 
c) PC Lawrence reported that they were focusing on Bonfire Night. Any unauthorised 

bonfires such as the one in East Pilton Park will be removed by CEC Cleansing 
department’s dedicated team, who are working with a team of spotters. PC Hall added 
that they are bringing in extra resources, giving talks in schools and introducing dispersal 
zones to prevent people congregating in Muirhouse and East Pilton over the period. 

 
7. Elected Members Report 
a) There will be a £10m investment at Trinity Academy, Bangholm will be developed and a 

business case and consultation will take place to look at the rest of the site. Investment 
will also be coming to our area as part of the City Deal, this will include housing as well 
as other areas in the ward. 

b) The Council are still considering solutions to the traffic issues along Lower Granton Road. 
c) The Trinity Conservation Area is subject to a review and the consultation for this will run 

in November/December. Cllr Gordon asked residents to have their say and be involved. 
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d) Crewe Road North will be closed soon for twelve hours for essential repairs. Keep an eye 
out for the notice. 

e) Cllr Gordon reported that the £1m of transition money allocated to Strategy and Insight 
departments in CEC should generate £10m in efficiency savings and help CEC to be fit for 
purpose by identifying future requirements early on. 

f) Cllr Gordon was asked if there would be enough money allocated to the Power to the 
People and Spring Chicks groups (who meet at RWCC) to maintain them from January to 
Easter. He replied that as far as he was aware both appropriate staffing and financial 
provision was in place to facilitate this. 

 
8. Approval of Minutes from previous meeting 

The Minutes of the October meeting were approved. They were proposed by Lorna 
Forsyth and seconded by Fred Marinello. 
 

9. Secretary’s Report 
Mizan distributed the monthly newsletter and drew attention to the various upcoming 
community engagement events. Mizan mentioned that informaiton about ongoing 
consulations are on the newsletter and requested to all CCLRs to take part on these 
surverys. 
 

10. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report: There were no matters to report.  
b. Lorna advised that she had issued a cheque for £64.00 to the Secretary for ink 
cartridges (29/10/18). The balance held will be £1136.28 after that is processed. 

 
11. Neighbourhood Partnership/NW Locality Report 

A Locality meeting for Councillors was held on 30 October but there was a public Locality 
meeting scheduled for 14 November 2018, 6.30-8.30pm Dean of Guilds Room City 
Chambers.  
 
The Forth Neighbourhood Partnerships open meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 6 
November 2018 at 8 West Pilton Gardens. 

 
12. Plannng, Licensing and Consultation 

The CEC Review of Community Council boundaries is now live. 
 

13. AOCB 
Mizan Rahman asked if GDCC could lay a wreath at the Granton Parish Church 
community Remembrance service on 11 November. It was agreed that this should be 
done. Mizan will liaise with the Treasurer, Lorna Forsyth, to have the wreath made. 
Donald McDonald, Mizan Rhaman and Lorna Forsyth will represent GDCC at the service. 
 

14. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday, 26 November 2018, 7pm. 

 
NB: from January 2019 meetings will commence at 6.30pm 


