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Meeting Minutes 
Granton & District Community Council Minutes 

Monday24 September 2018, 7 pm at RWCC 

 

In Attendance: Fred Marinello (Chair), Mizan Rahman (Secretary), Donald McDonald, Jill 
Talēyarkhan, Kashif Ather, Cllr Jim Campbell, Kathy Hoyle (Cyrenians Social Bite Village). Anne 
Reid, PC Tony Lawrence, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting. He reminded everyone that October’s 
meeting will include the AGM. 
 

2. Apologies 
These were received from.Cllr George Gordon, Lorna Forsyth, Deidre Brock MP, Ben 
McPherson MSP, Martyn Whyte, Rod Shearer  
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes. They were proposed by 
Mizan Rahman and Seconded by Donald McDonald. 
 

4. Guest Speaker: Kathy Hoyle, Cyrenians Social Bite Village, Granton 
a) Kathy showed a short video about the village and talked about their desire to see 
the village at full capacity before winter sets in. The village house 20 people and they 
are currently moving people in group by group. She mentioned that they hadn’t had 
many referrals from the council, it’s more about self-referrals. 
 
b) Some questons were asked. Cllr Campbell asked if there was some reluctance to 
use the service because it’s new and novel? Kathy responded that it isn’t ‘instant’ 
(prospective tenants are interviewed first) and they don’t take families so thias is not 
useful to CEC. 

 
Kathy was asked if villagers are responsible for looking asfter the gardens. She said that 
they do have a little responsibility but they have volunteers who assist with 
maintenance tasks including the gardens. 

 
Someone asked if it will help people back in to ‘mainstream’ living. She replied that 
that this was the aim eventually but this allows them time to figure out what they 
want to do and how to achieve it. 
 
Someone asked how they were linking up to existing community activities. Kathy said 
that they are trying to get the villagers out and about to see what was on offer. 
 
Cllr Campbell made the observation that there were two experiments here: one to see 
how the village worked in upskilling and equipping people and second, if this model 
could be used across the city on othere plots of vacant land. 
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5. Police Report 

 
a) PC Tony Lawrence attended. There were 55 crimes recorded for the month in 
this beat. He highlighted the opportunistic theft of a bicycle from East Pilton Farm; a 
shed in Granton Road on 6 September where two bicycles wre stolen; a taxi had its 
window smashed and cash stolen on 8 September in Grierson Terrace and another taxi 
broken into (nothing taken). 
b) A 57 yo male was arrested after being caught trying car doors, at 17:00, in 
Granton Road on 31 August. He was seen finding an unlocked car and getting into it. 

 
c) PC Lawrence told us that the Fire Service had not found anything to report in 
relation to the incident at Scottish Gas HQ on 21 September and the investigation had 
now passed to the council. 

 
d) He also informed us that planning and resources wre in place for Bonfire Night as 
they did not want a repeat of last year’s activities. Safety talks are being delivered in 
the area’s schools currently. 

 
e) Once PC Sarah Hall returns from holiday they will be out and about with the 
speed gun so beware! Fred remarked that the Biffa trucks have been particularly bad 
along Crewe Road North recently. 
 

6. Elected Member Report 
 
a) Cllr Campbell began by highlighting the transport survey (http://bit.ly/2xuf2FS) 
as very important and encouraged everyone to have their say. 
 
b) Cllr Campbell reported that the Audit report on CEC accounts had just been 
published. While the accounts were in order CEC has fallen against the benchmark in 
comparison with other similar size councils. There is some persistently poor 
performance in relation to housing, rubbish collection, buildings and adult satisfaction 
with schools was down too. 

 
c) The question of the possibility of a weight restriction on Lower Granton Road 
was raised again. Cllr Campbell said the issue was that it was still an A road. If the 
Order was introduced, how would it be enforced? Would it affect other communities? 
It had to be proportionate and LGR was not all residential. He had spoken to various 
Council officers but a solution is not easily found. If LGR was part of a conservation 
area then perhaps more options would be available to them but the problem would 
simply transfer to an already busy Ferry Road. 

 
d) Car parking on LGR, particularly towards Granton Square, where the road 
bottlenecks, may become an issue when the law regarding cars on pavements comes 
into force. PC Lawrence observed that although ‘half on, half off’ along there was not 
particularly desireable it did have a natural traffic calming effect. Cllr Campbell said 
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that there are no current traffic models and a traffic study of the north west needs to 
be done anyway as the current one is out of date. 
 

7. Secretary’s Report 
a) Mizan highlighted the community events happening in September and October 
and some surveys of interest. 

 
b) GDCC monthly meeting time will be 7 pm in October and November but from 
January 2019 it will be 18:30 due to staffing hours’ changes. October’s meeting will 
include the AGM. 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
There were no matters arising and the balance is the same as in August. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Partnership/NW Locality Report 

a) The CEC Waterfront Regeneration Working Group will be having a workshop 
meeting on 12 October to provide onformation on issues around planning and how 
that will impact on the Waterfront and the local development plan. It is open to all 
members of Community Councils and will be held in the North West Locality office. 
 

b) Consultation, Planning and Licensing 
GDCC objected to the application to demolish 9 Boswall Green  (historic cottage)and 
build a two-storey house. Planning permission was denied. The cottage is one of the 
few remaining examples in Granton. 
 

c) Other Business 
a) Walkabout 25/9/18, 1 pm, 15 West Granton Road. CEC officers and Police 
Scotland will be available for the public to highlight problem areas and discuss 
solutions. 
b) Environmental Order -- Lower Granton Road. See Cllr Campbells remarks under 

item 6. 
c) Granton Youth Centre is currently shut die to an unsafe veranda. As it is a listed 
building there are issues to work through before it could reopen. 

 
d) Date and time of next meeting 

29 October 2018 at 7 pm (AGM)  
 

 

  
Contact: secretary@grantoncc.scot  | www.grantoncc.scot 

Find, follow & like us on Social Media 
facebook.com/grantoncc | twitter.com/grantoncc | instgram.com/grantoncc 

 


