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Granton & District Community Council 
Monday 28 May 2018, 7 pm at RWCC 

 

In Attendance: Fred Marinello (Chair), Donald McDonald, Mizan Rahman (Secretary), Jill Talēyarkhan, 
Suzanne Ebel (Minutes), Deidre Brock MP, PC Sarah Hall, Anne Reid, Rod Shearer (Trinity CC), Elizabeth 
Davies (Salvation Army Granton), Malcolm Clubb and Philip Callaghan Galt (Lindsay and Gilmour) 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

Fred welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr  Jim Campbell, Cllr George Gordon, Cllr Ellie Bird,  Ben McPherson 
MSP, Kashif Ather and Heather Pugh 

 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes. The Minutes were moved by Fred 
Marinello and Seconded by Mizan Rahman. 

 
4. Guest Speakers 

a. Malcolm Clubb and Philip Callaghan Galt from Red Band Chemical Company Ltd T/A Lindsay and 
Gilmour Pharmacy 
Malcom provided detail on the proposed new pharmacy at Granton Waterfront. The proposed 
location is a currently vacant new build to the rear of Morrisons and the Granton Dental 
Practice. It is anticipated that a new pharmacy would serve the proposed new Waterfront 
housing developments, medical practice and existing surgeries and dental practice. The new 
pharmacy will aim to provide a wide range of services that will help to minimise the need for a 
GP appointment. 
 
There was some discussion about the need for this (yes!) and issues regarding its site relative to 
footfall, parking and general ease of access. It is likely to take around two years for all processes 
to be worked through before the pharmacy might open. 

 
b. Lyndon Smith from the Fair Start Programme, Employability Scotland did not attend. 

 
5. Police Report 

a. PC Sarah Hall reported the following incidents: 
• The Day2Day Store was broken into on 20 May but as there were prompt public reports the 

police attended quickly and found one person at the scene and have since arrested and charged 
further males. 

• The police are appealing for information on the whereabouts of the grey Audi A3, numberplate 
SM17 EAK, involved in the fatal accident on the Maybury to East Craigs road on Friday, 25 May 
2018. It was stolen on 17 April in Liberton and it is likely to have been driven around Edinburgh 
since then, perhaps in an anti-social manner. If anyone has information they can report this 
using the 101 service. 

• May has seen Operation Minarda concentrating on doorstep crime. This might be bogus callers 
looking for opportunistic thefts when the door is answered or rogue traders promising to carry 
out work. The advice is if you don’t know them and aren’t expecting them, DO NOT ANSWER 
THE DOOR. Doorstep crime is under-reported as people feel embarrassed that they have been 
duped. Always report it. 
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• There have been reports of anti-social behaviour from children near the West Granton Road 
shops. They run out into the road suddenly among other activities. If you see this, please ring 
101 and report it. 

• There were a couple of shed break-ins in the Boswall area. 
 
Deidre Brock MP asked PC Hall if the local garages were selling petrol in cans currently. This is in 
connection with the ongoing motorbike crime situation. PC Hall said that they certainly had stopped 
this in the past but she would check what current policy was and revert. 

 
6. Elected Member Report 

Cllr Gordon provided a written report: 
a. He is in discussion with Gavin Rae and Dave Sinclair in the Senior Management Team North 

Edinburgh about removing and resiting the dangerous ‘temporary’ bus stop on Crewe Road 
North and Arneil Drive as well as improving the current signage. 

b. Local refuse collections have been disrupted as two of the uplift vehicles have been awaiting 
repair. Normal service should resume soon. 

c. The new Waterfront Boulevard parking bays should be fully installed by the end of June. 
d. Cllr Gordon has asked for clarification on the grass-cutting schedule for summer/autumn 2018 

and is waiting for a response. 
e. Deidre Brock provided information of the variety of work she has been doing both in Edinburgh 

and in Westminster. This has concentrated mainly on issues relating to austerity and Brexit. She 
is a member of the Scottish Affairs Committee and they have or are about to produce reports on 
immigration; the RBS bank closures; the future of ATMs following the changes to charging 
structures and exploring the effect that Brexit is likely to have on ‘Scotland the Brand’. 

f. There was some discussion about RBS and the branch closures and Anne Reid asked if RBS and 
Bank of Scotland had ever considered sharing a space so that branches did not necessarily have 
to be closed. Ms Brock said that this had been discussed but commercial sensitivities meant that 
it was extremely unlikely. 

g. Mizan asked if it was correct that Universal Credit would not be rolled out in Forth Ward until 
November. Deidre confirmed that this was the case. There are already concerns, given 
experiences, that there will be issues and she asked people to get in touch with her office if they 
were experiencing difficulties and they would try to help. 

 
7. Secretary’s Report 
 

a. Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
There were no matters arising. 

b. Mizan drew our attention to the events and consultations of note in the monthly newsletter. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report 
 

a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Nothing to report this month. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Partnership/NW Locality 

a. The next Neighbourhood Partnership meeting is on 12 June 2018 at 18:30. The first part of the 
meeting is open to the public. 
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10. Consultation, Planning and Licensing 
 

a. There was discussion about the Granton Waterfront Regeneration Strategy (22 March 2018) 
document. The observation was made by Jill that it does not appear that the infrastructure plans 
are forward-thinking and that the buildings proposed are not of a good enough standard to last 
a significant time. Further, Herriot-Watt University research has established that the current 
drainage system cannot cope with run off levels now and there do not seem to be proposals in 
place to deal with this either. 
 

11. AOCB 
 

a. Around 2500 people attended Newhaven Open Day and people enjoyed the stalls and activities. 
b. Forth Ports have invited local people to their Leith Community Day tour of the docks on 16 June. 

It will take people into parts of the docks not normally publicly accessible. 
c. 2 June 2018 is the celebration of RFYC’s 150th anniversary. Princess Anne will arrive on HMS 

Archer to take the salute. Donald McDonald asked if the CC will write a letter of congratulations 
to the yacht club on this momentous occasion. 

d. Granton Parish Church will be holding a Green Day on 31 May 2018. 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting 

30 July 2018, RWCC at 19:00. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: secretary@grantoncc.scot  | www.grantoncc.scot 
Find, follow & like us on  

Social Media 
facebook.com/grantoncc | twitter.com/grantoncc | instgram.com/grantoncc 
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