
 

 

14 Lower Granton Walk and Cycle Improvements Feedback Form  

 The City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) is delivering a package of improvements to the QuietRoute network for walking 

and cycling across the city. During the Preliminary Design and Detailed design stages, CEC and AECOM are 

undertaking a range of consultation approaches with stakeholders and the public to achieve better design outcomes.  

The proposals for Lower Granton include the widening of the existing path for walking and cycling along McKelvie 

Parade, the extension of the shared use path and a new crossing on Lower Granton road just before Granton Square. 

The aim of this project is to provide a safe and desirable path for pedestrians and cyclist from the Trinity Road 

junction to Oxcraig St and in the long term connect up to the Cramond Esplanade.  There will be an official round of 

consultation later in the year that will include the detailed design drawings. We wanted to take this opportunity to 

update you on some key areas of change and get your feedback.  

 1. Benches at Eastern Breakwater 

The Eastern Breakwater junction/Wardie Bay access has been identified as a key location in the area that could 

benefit from benches and cycle parking. We have suggested bench platforms on either side of the junction with 

access via a gentle ramp, this will provide excellent views out to the Firth of Forth.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1 To what extent do you support the idea of benches at the Eastern Breakwater junction?  

STRONGLY OPPOSE 

Further Comment:  This is a complete waste of money simply to justify the convenient dumping of excavated 

material as so-called landscaping. Local people would want to sit on the beach itself. The money would be better 

spent providing safe access to the beach for people of all ages and physical abilities. The current steps to the beach 

are unsafe. I do support the removal of the low rise wall in order to be able to cross this area on a bicycle without 

lifting. However I would remove the entire wall and align the cycle path adjacent to the road and have pedestrians 

free and safe from cyclists and the road. Your plans are superficial at best, and a crass waste of time and money. If 

this were out to competitive tender, the plans would not stand up, unless selected on being the cheapest. 

 

  

New cycle friendly bollard 
New cycle friendly bollard 



2. Excess Excavated Soil 

There is going to be 1200cubic square meters of excavated soil from the building of the new path. We want this 

project to be as sustainably as possible and to come in on budget, in order to achieve this it is going to be highly 

beneficial to reuse the excavated soil on site.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2.1 We would like to use 10% of the additional excavated material to create a bund at the western end of the 

project. This will be to replace the existing bollards. To what extent do you support this? 

STRONGLY OPPOSE 

Further Comment: This is a crass afterthought rather than good design, the purpose of which you outline. The 

removal of bollards and obstructions for pedestrians and cyclists is important but the reduction in traffic is more 

vital here. A cycle lane which runs parallel to the road is preferable, with good design and clear road markings to 

allow seamless use of minimal road space to be maximised to keep pedestrians away from both.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential area for distribution of 

excavated material 



 

2.2 How would you like to see the remaining 90% of excavated material used?   

I WOULD PREFER THE EXCAVATED MATERIAL NOT TO BE REUSED ON SITE 

Further Comments: Your plans are a waste of money unless properly designed and detailed with a landscape 

architect and in full consultation with the community. I think the whole proposal is the wrong way round, therefore 

I would not be excavating the material you refer to at all. There is plenty of development proposed at different sites 

throughout Granton, e.g. the proposed Marina and other building sites. If excavated material were created, pass it 

on to a decent project which does employ a landscape architect. 

 

3. Tree Planting 

The Trees and Woodland team are very keen to include some tree planting as part of the project. We are conscious 

that we do not want to obstruct anyone’s view.  A Trees and Woodland officer looked at locations where there 

would be minimal impact to resident’s views. He has kindly put together a number of recommendations for tree 

locations, see below. This is every location he believes a tree could be located not every location we want to locate a 

tree.   

  

 

 

3.1 To what extent do you support tree planting as part of this proposal?   

STRONGLY OPPOSE 

Further Comments: Why are we proposing to plant trees in this wild area of Edinburgh? There are currently trees 

where buildings shelter them but there is no need for them merely to line this wild shore. For example, around the 

Corinthian Quay site. These trees are popular with Goldfinches and other birds but they obstruct no-one’s view of 

the Sea, nor do they struggle with the full force of the weather from the Forth. If you want to invest in tree 

planting, why is it part of a cycle lane proposal and budget? They would perhaps work below the Hospice site but 

why spend the money? There are greater priorities such as road and pedestrian safety and adequate waste 

management. 

 



3.2 Wild Flower planting 

The option for wild flower planting is being explored as a way to increase biodiversity in the area. This would alter 

the mowing regime but would provide a well maintained management strip along the perimeter and path edges to 

ensure the green space looks like a managed site and has not just been left to go wild. In addition to this there is the 

opportunity to plant some bulbs and shrubs around the benches.    

3.3 To what extent do you support wild flower and shrub planting in the area? 

STRONGLY OPPOSE 

Further Comment: I question whether the person who wrote this proposal knows how plants grow or has 

visited the site. We have wild flowers growing already in these hedgerows which support birds, butterflies, 

bees, fruit and flowers. If planting is going to occur it must be in consultation with local experts/ botanists/ 

gardeners and a professional landscape architect. Imposing ideas from unrelated sites away from this location, 

with its wild sea air and weather is frankly stupid.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Montgomerry St Park Red Hall Park 

Meadows 



4. Path Realignment 

Original drawings from the consultation in Jan 2017 saw the new path from the Wardie Garage up to Granton 

Harbour Square running fairly close to the sea wall. After further analysis this was deemed to be too costly due to 

the extra amount of excavation and earth works required. We have as such relocated the new path to run parallel to 

the existing pavement to create as much greenspace to the north side of the path as possible.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1 To what extent do you support the new path alignment?  

STRONGLY OPPOSE 

Further Comment: I disagree with the alignment entirely. I want to see road realignment and a cycle path parallel to 

the existing road, removing the low-rise (so-called listed) obstructive and ugly wall, and maximising space for cycling, 

away from pedestrians, in accordance with a well-designed realignment of the entire road at Lower Granton Road 

for the safety of all. This proposal which cuts into precious green space does not adequately serve enhanced 

pedestrian routes. In fact, pedestrians will likely be more inclined to stick to the pavement rather than the cycle 

route, to avoid bicycles in a narrow space, which is the most dangerous place for them. We need adequate space for 

public transport and bikes to pass safely and to keep pedestrians away from both. If we must combine cycle lanes 

with pedestrian lanes they both need to be wide enough for neither to encroach on the other lane. This is not what 

you propose. Please go back to the drawing board. I do not want to see this precious green space carved up by 

tarmac. The sense of place is enhanced by the green space as it hugs the Harbour. This needs to be enhanced for the 

benefit of walkers. Cyclists are better by far to take over the roads. It is vital that lorries are removed from access to 

Lower Granton Road and a congestion charge or low emission zone imposed to raise money for thorough and 

intelligent improvements to be made to the Lower Granton Road area, for the benefit of all who love this place, not 

just people who use it to commute through as quickly as they can. Where are your improvements for pedestrians?  

 

New Alignment  

Alignment from consultation 01/17 


