Event Report:

Public Consultation Meeting on Lower Granton Road Paths

Meeting date: Wednesday 7 March 2018, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm
Venue: Royston Wardieburn Community Centre, 8 Pilton Drive North,
Edinburgh EH5 1NF

Report: Suzanne Ebel & Mizan Rahman
21 March 2018
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1. Background:
Granton & District Community Council has a statutory duty to contribute and involve
local residents on any development project within the community council area. A
local authority usually carries out formal consultation within a set time frame prior to
any development as legal requirement.
GDCC was informed by planning officials about pre-consultation discussion for the
proposed Lower Granton Road Cycle path improvement. A Senior Project Officer
attended to the GDCC February meeting and elaborated on the future plans in
relation to the LGR cycle path and surrounding area.
The aim of this project is to provide a safe and desirable path for pedestrians and
cyclists from the Trinity Road junction to Oxcraig St and in the long term connect up
to the Cramond Esplanade.

Image 01: Lower granton road showing Wardie Bay & proposed site
(Picture by @rozgalloway)

It was understood that The City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) is delivering a package
of improvements to the QuietRoute network for walking and cycling across the city.
During the preliminary design and detailed design stages, CEC and AECOM are
undertaking a range of consultation approaches with stakeholders and the public to
achieve better design outcomes.
The proposals for Lower Granton Road include the widening of the existing path for
walking and cycling along McKelvie Parade, the extension of the shared use path
and a new crossing on Lower Granton Road just before Granton Square.
There will be an official round of consultation later in the year that will include the
detailed design drawings.
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A pre-consultation questionnaire with information and image/drawings was
distributed to gather feedback from community on this project. A sample
questionnaire can be found here: http://bit.ly/2GOdKJo
Further to the dissemination of the pre-consultation information, a great response
was received from the local community on this particular project. Members of the
public, local residents and local groups such as; Wardie Bay Residents Association
(WBRA) and the Wardiebay Beachwatch group were keen to raise their concerns
about this path improvement project.
2. Aims and objective of the public meeting:
GDCC realises that meaningful engagement with the relevant stakeholders is
essential prior to any kind formal consultation. It was also essential to provide an
opportunity for the locals to have their say. GDCC’s role was to facilitate the
discussion between community and planning officials.
The event was well attended. Over 20 people attended drawn from local residents,
cycling campaign groups and community activist groups (Please see the attendance
list in Annex). Senior Project Officer Thomas Haddock and his colleague (the former
project officer) attended the meeting and answered questions.
The discussion was minuted by the GDCC Minute Secretary and broadcast live on
Facebook. Some people, unable to attend in person, left comments on the GDCC
Facebook page too. A feedback form was used to measure effectiveness of the
delivery and organisation of the meeting.
More info about the public event can be found here: https://grantoncc.scot/lgr-paths/

Image 02: View of the proposed site for the LGR cycle path (photo credit: WBRA)
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3. Outcome and brief reports of the meeting
a. Welcome and introduction:
Mizan Rahman (GDCC Secretary) welcomed everyone to the meeting and
explained that the purpose of this meeting was to provide information on the
proposals contained in the CEC pre-consultation document. Both LGR residents
and interested parties were being offered an opportunity to give their input. (See
the program in Annex C)
b. Role and remit of GDCC:
The event was chaired by Fred Marinello (GDCC, Chair). He also thanked the
audience and explained that he was there simply to facilitate the evening and he
introduced Thomas Haddock, City of Edinburgh Council. Members of the GDCC
will submit their contribution by completing the questionnaire individually. A
printed questionnaire with SAE was made available.
c. Presentation: Proposed development of LGR cycle path
Thomas talked attendees through the pre-consultation document and answered
questions and made clarifications of the drawings. He emphasised that the
money for this project is solely for improvements for walking and cycling along
LGR. (copy of the presentation)
The main points of his presentation were:
•

The path mainly follows adjacent to the current sea wall

•

There are plans for four benches where the ground rises naturally

•

The plans are for semi-mature planting of 7 or 8 Holm Oak and Ulmus Nobel
trees which should be able to handle the sea spray

•

The proposed wildflower meadows will encourage bio-diversity and will be
mown/maintained in the CEC gardening programme

•

The new path runs from the end of McKelvie Parade to Oxcraig Street
adjacent to LGR

•

There will be a small amount of scrub hedge removed (6 or 7 meters where
bench groundworks are made)

•

There will be a new signalised crossing around the Lochinvar Drive part of
Granton Square

•

The bund could use 10% of the excavated soil to replace the existing bollards
at Corinthian Quay

•

The other 90% could be used for landscaping the green space adjacent to the
McKelvie Parade path

•

It is hoped that it will be possible to direct bike traffic down Oxcraig Street if
agreement can be reached with the developers.
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Thomas mentioned that they had considered the Waterfront Promenade Design
Code (2008) and incorporated elements into the current proposal (although the
guidelines have changed since then). They also took into consideration the Forth
Special Protected Area requirements and this project will be low impact. If scrub
hedges are removed it will not be done at nesting time. Some land is the subject of a
CPO currently in connection with tramline extension. However, they want to make
improvements for active travel now rather than waiting for something that might not
happen.
d. Presentation: Wardie Bay Residents’ Association (WBRA)
David Jamieson (Acting Chair of the WBRA) gave a potted history of the WBRA in
his presentation, which has been in existence for 30 years. WBRA campaigns for
better amenities for LGR residents, in particular, realignment of LGR, wider
pavements, proper pedestrian crossings and parking provision. David reiterated that
Wardie Beach is a SSSI (Sites of Special Scientific Interest), and the place where
Charles Darwin explored the rock pools while a student at University of Edinburgh.
David asked why Edinburgh was apparently less-deserving of a well-designed and
planned development than those found across Europe. Edinburgh should be
celebrating its seafront properly.

Image 03: David shows an example of shoreline in a Swedish town

Granton Harbour and Wardie Bay have a unique sense of place and important
assets such as the breakwater and listed workers’ cottages. These are too often
ignored when infrastructure work is carried out. Examples of this are the recent Sbend removal and proposed cycle path, both of which are projects about improving
‘movement’ rather than ‘place’
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Image 04: Prospective landscape view of the LGR (David Jamieson)

e. Open forum: Question and Answer
These points were raised by the participants at the meeting.
1. While a crossing near Lochinvar Drive is welcome, the whole of Granton
Square needs to be redesigned to be more pedestrian-friendly. (NB the
crossing is not situated at Lochinvar Drive as it is owned privately and the
owner will not allow a crossing to be built there. The crossing is on Lower
Granton Road just before Granton Square.)
2. LGR does need a cycle path because it is so dangerous in its current
configuration.
3. There are mixed views about tree planting even at the Trinity Road end of
McKelvie Parade. One resident said that it is the view that is compensation for
living on LGR and no matter how they are placed, they will affect someone’s
view.
4. It was stated that the area is an SPA (Special Protection Area) because of the
Red Knots (Shorebird) who nest here in winter.

Image 5: Wardie Bay and Forth of Firth is a
nesting site of the Red Knot (Shore bird)

Report: Pre-consultation public meeting on LGR Cycle Path, 07 Mar 2018 at the RWCC

6

5. It was asked how motorbikes will be excluded from this inviting new path.
Thomas said that they appreciated this was a potential problem but bollards
have to be buggy and cycle-friendly. They will however make it as difficult as
possible to discourage this anti-social behaviour.
6. Is there an alternative to a tarmac path? Is there a way to improve current
green space to create the new path instead and widen the road? Thomas said
that sections of the coping stone wall are listed.
7. Rather than artificially putting in the benches indicated in the plan, it would
actually be preferable to have them on the beach.
8. It was suggested that if the trams do come along LGR, this is at least 10-15
years away.
9. It was asked if any new S75 contributions were being collected from
developers. It was stated that routes connected to new developments have
been designed to avoid the LGR bottleneck. (If any S75 contributions are
made they go to schools, roads and local infrastructure.)
10. Land was CPO’d to run along LGR for the addition of parking but was not
done because of the anticipated costs.
11. Although the new path connects to Quiet Route 13, could it extend from
McKelvie Parade to Newhaven Harbour along the seafront as well as
branching off at the Trinity Road lights?
12. If this path is built, will it make it difficult to realign LGR? Will there be enough
room?
13. Cllr Gordon (as a former resident of LGR) appreciated that the concerns of
residents are long-standing but stated that the Council had its systems and
the work that is realistically required along LGR falls between a number of
budgets. Trying to prioritise limited available fund and make the majority of
ward residents happy was therefore a difficult task.
14. Cllr George Gordon (Forth Ward) has asked CEC to bring LGR into the Trinity
Conservation Area in order to move it up the lists for action and offer greater
protection However, there are many processes in such an amendment and it
will be at least three to six months before this is adopted.
15. As LGR is an A road would it be possible to introduce a weight restriction?
What could be done to remove Lorries from LGR permanently? Cllr Gordon
said that there had been 6 plans to improve LGR over the years none of
which considered this. [No full answer given due to an interruption and subquestion about construction traffic.]
16. It is important for residents to be heard as the Local Development Plan has
not been adopted yet as there is still work to be done. It must then go to the
Scottish Government for approval.
17. David Jamieson appealed for all parties to take a more holistic approach to
design. He asked why the SUSTRANS Report that LGR residents had
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contributed to was not being represented in the proposed designs/plan.
Thomas Haddock responded that some aspects had been namely the trees,
planting, benches and crossings. There was some disagreement about the
extent to which that had been done meaningfully.
18. The Safety Team with SUSTRANS are currently looking at the safety
implications of the proposals and will consulting further in due course.
19. David asked if seafront development could be done gradually but well rather
than altogether and less satisfyingly for both residents and users.
20. One or more planning applications had included a Traffic flow and Impact
Assessment which moves traffic away from this area. He gave the example of
the access road to Ferry Road.
21. Another follow-up question was asked about give way signage. It was not
completely clear what would give way to what or how. As it is a two lane A
class road this does not seem an appropriate request. Further Roads
Department discussions had previously suggested painted double yellow lines
along the length – clearly not a workable solution but their rationale is that A
roads must keep moving.
22. It was suggested that the path does nothing to address traffic issues per se.
Isn’t this a lost opportunity then?
23. How long will it be until the pedestrian crossing is installed? Granton Square
becomes more and more difficult to negotiate as a pedestrian.
24. Is the path a good use of money now? Or is it better than waiting for
‘perfection’.
25. A question was asked about litter control and bins will be periodically
stationed along the path.
26. A question was asked about funding sources and the CEC contribution is
match funded by SUSTRANS.
f. Future of the consultation (formal phase)
It was asked when this work is likely to begin. There are a number of legal processes
to be completed so likely to be 2019. It will depend on the number of objections
received to the formal consultation and planning applications.
It was asked how people would be alerted to the formal consultation period. Thomas
replied that posters were going to be placed in public areas; people can then
comment online. There will also be letter drops in the relevant area. The formal
consultation is likely to be launched in two or three months’ time. It will last for 12
weeks and allow for as wide a consultation audience as possible.
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g. Feedback analysis
About 15 people completed the event feedback form. The overall impression of the
majority about the event was very good to excellent. The audience provided
feedback on other aspects such as what they liked most and what could be
improved.

Image 03: Overall impression of the participants about the public meeting

f. Comments / remarks by the participants

•
•

What did you like best of the tonight’s meeting ?
Lively discussion.
Opening presentation is very clear and addressed all issues
It was very focused on Granton and Lower Granton Road
Presentations
Voices heard
Bringing neighbours together to help join with the discussion
Finding out more about the plan
Manageable size, good opportunities to put forward views of the local
people
Chair did excellent job – well done!
It was good to hear the views of other interested parties

•
•
•
•

What could have been better ?
Clearer definition of scope – i.e. walk + cycle ways – Not road
Felt a bit rushed
Greater representation from other local councillors
No discussion , just people making

•

Anything else you may wish to mention ?
Get police involved in traffic management, speeding, going on pavement

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•
•

Please issue dates and deadlines in good time for people to respond
A feeling that the council doesn’t work -- as David says, there are little
budgets all over the place.
This beautiful city needs some better leadership and more imagination and
joined up thinking.

.

In conclusion GDCC is grateful to our local residents for their active participation in
the discussion. Great enthusiasm and passion was shown towards the future
development of this area and such community involvement is significant at any preconsultation planning stage.
There are many LGR residents with the skills and expertise in design and policy who
understand exactly what is needed to make this proposed path an asset to the area.
Local residents are extremely passionate about preserving the natural environment
of their area.
We hope that the points/concern raised by the community will be helpful in guiding
the design contained in the formal consultation. If local residents can work with
planning practitioners so that they are at the core of the decision-making then a good
outcome for everyone should be possible.

End

Granton and District Community Council
Please contact us by:
•
•
•
•

Coming to our monthly meeting on last Monday of each month at 7pm, venue:
Royston Wardieburn Community Centre.
Like/Visit our facebook, twitter & instgram (GrantocCC) to get regular update
Contact: Mizan Rahman, Secretary E-mail: secretary@grantoncc.scot
Our website: www.grantoncc.scot
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ANNEX A: Pre-consultation questions

Benches at
Eastern
Breakwater

1.1 To what extent do you support the idea of benches at the
Eastern Breakwater junction?
The Eastern Breakwater junction/Wardie Bay access has been
identified as a key location in the area that could benefit from
benches and cycle parking. We have suggested bench platforms
on either side of the junction with access via a gentle ramp, this
will provide excellent views out to the Firth of Forth.

Excess
Excavated Soil

2.1 We would like to use 10% of the additional excavated material
to create a bund at the western end of the project. This will be to
replace the existing bollards. To what extent do you support this?
2.2 How would you like to see the remaining 90% of excavated
material used?
There is going to be 1200cubic square meters of excavated soil
from the building of the new path. We want this project to be as
sustainably as possible and to come in on budget, in order to
achieve this it is going to be highly beneficial to reuse the
excavated soil on site.

Tree Planting

3.1 To what extent do you support tree planting as part of this
proposal?
The Trees and Woodland team are very keen to include some
tree planting as part of the project. We are conscious that we do
not want to obstruct anyone’s view. A Trees and Woodland
officer looked at locations where there would be minimal impact to
resident’s views. He has kindly put together a number of
recommendations for tree locations, see below. This is every
location he believes a tree could be located not every location we
want to locate a tree.

Wild Flower
planting

3.3 To what extent do you support wild flower and shrub planting
in the area?
The option for wild flower planting is being explored as a way to
increase biodiversity in the area. This would alter the mowing
regime but would provide a well maintained management strip
along the perimeter and path edges to ensure the green space
looks like a managed site and has not just been left to go wild. In
addition to this there is the opportunity to plant some bulbs and
shrubs around the benches.

Path
Realignment

4.1 To what extent do you support the new path alignment?
Original drawings from the consultation in Jan 2017 saw the new
path from the Wardie Garage up to Granton Harbour Square
running fairly close to the sea wall. After further analysis this was
deemed to be too costly due to the extra amount of excavation
and earth works required. We have as such relocated the new
path to run parallel to the existing pavement to create as much
greenspace to the north side of the path as possible.
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ANNEX B: List of the participants

Sl

Name

Organisation

Sarah Feldman
1

CEC
Alison Cleland

2

Local resident
Caroline Hall

3

Local resident
Cllr George Gordon

4

Forth Ward Councillor
Colin Lindsay

5

Local resident
David Harrington

6

Local resident
David Jamieson

7

Chair, WBRA
Fred Marinello

8

GDCC
John Hunter

9

Local resident
Karen Bates

10

Wardiebay Beachwatch
Kelly Forbes

11

Local resident
Liz Bayman

12

Secretary, WBRA
Lizzie Stenhouse

13

WBRA
Martin McDonnell

14

Spokes
Martyn Lings

15

CEC
Mizan Rahman

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Ms K Douglas (Apologies)
Paul Archer
Reggie Tricker
Suzanne Ebel
Thomas Haddock
Tony Lewty

GDCC
Local resident
Local resident
Cycling Group
GDCC
CEC
Local resident
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ANNEX C: Program of the meeting

Report: Pre-consultation public meeting on LGR Cycle Path, 07 Mar 2018 at the RWCC

13

ANNEX D: Social Media interaction
Facebook (@GrantonCC)
The event was broadcast live via the GDCC facebook page (@GrantonCC). The
recorded video can be viewed here. A few people took part in the discussion while
facebook was live.

Twitter (@GrantonCC)
One tweet contained information about this public meeting seen by public over 10K
times. Please see the tweet activity analysis report.
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