
Lower Granton Road – was built in the 1850s
Pavement and carriageway width is the same 
today although the raised railway and tram 
lines are gone.



Lower Granton Road - 14,000 vehicles per day

Lower Granton Road today:
Problems with two large vehicles being unable to pass, 
pavements are damaged and frequently obstructed by parked 
cars.

The pedestrian environment is poor and off putting.



There are frequent traffic 
accidents caused usually by two 
cars hitting each other due to 
lack of road space.  Residents’ 
houses are often involved in 
these accidents.



Established in 1989
- Set up to oppose land reclamation to 

Wardie Bay and Granton East Harbour.
- Campaigning for investment in and 

recognition of value of the Waterfront 
and for better public realm along LGR.

- 200+ households on LGR mostly in 
terraced houses and flats.



Section 75 monies from Forth Ports were used to remove the S-bend at Trinity Road (east end of LGR).  This has led to an increase in traffic, 
ironic given that the monies were supposed to be used to mitigate the increased traffic that was predicted to arise from developments of 
Granton and Newhaven harbours.  Photo taken in December 2017 at rush hour.

Picture by @rozgalloway



• Closest section of the Waterfront to the City Centre.
• Space available for Waterfront promenade/tram
• Close to medium/high levels of population density
• Wardie Beach and the Eastern Breakwater are the mostly widely used areas of 

public open space around here.



Granton Harbour Eastern Breakwater, An engineering triumph 
yet it is neglected and not celebrated.



Wardie beach is a popular outdoor space in the summer and with the nearby rocks is a 
SSSI – renowned as the place where Charles Darwin made his first forays into marine 
biology.
Unlike other beaches in Edinburgh such as Portobello and Cramond CEC carries out no 
maintenance or cleaning – this is left to the community.



Granton Harbour and Wardie Bay have a unique sense of place 
and important assets such as the breakwater and listed workers 
cottages.  These are too often ignored when infrastructure work
is carried out. Examples of this are the recent S-bend removal 
and proposed cycle path, both of which are projects about 
improving ‘movement’ rather than ‘place’.



What Lower Granton Road could be:
Image shows the quality of landscape design typical of a 
regional Swedish town – plenty of space for pedestrians and 
cyclists, good quality street furniture and street lighting. 



What Lower Granton Road could be:
Dundee is implementing high quality urban design on its
Waterfront, why is Edinburgh doing nothing?



What Lower Granton Road could be:
Landscape design that reinforces the unique sense of place of
Edinburgh’s Waterfront and makes it a place that people aspire 
to invest in, live in and visit.
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