
 

Response to ‘Cycle Path Pre-Consultation Response’, Wardie Bar Residents 
Association. 03/2018  
 
Response to General Comments 
 
The Lower Granton Walking and Cycling improvements have been designed in line with the Edinburgh 
Street Design Guidance and will deliver a high quality walking and cycling link, which provides a safe 
alternative route to Lower Granton Road. Larger scale, holistic public realm improvements are not 
possible in the scope of this project.  
 
There is currently no plan to redesign Lower Granton Road and no prospect in the foreseeable future. 
In addition to this neither the Promenade nor the Tramline extension are likely to reach Lower Granton 
for a number of years. Conerns have been raised by the community in regards to pedestrian and 
cyclists safety. Rather than wait for these projects to be realised we believe it is necessary to provide 
a safer route for cyclists and pedestrians now.  
 
The proposed walking and cycling improvements to Lower Granton road are being progressed by the 
Active Travel Team with 50% match funding from Sustrans. The improvements aim to build on the 
community engagement as detailed in the Sustrans Report. Not all of the apsirations that arose from 
this process are within the council’s gift to resolve but we are seeking to address key points where 
possible. The walking and cycling improvements incorporate a number aspirations set out, including: 
 
a. Ensuring routes along desire lines  

b. Benches and seating  

c. Shared space  

d. Planters 
 
No element of this scheme will directly preclude other future projects related to the Sustrans Report 
and/or other future developments in the area.  
 
This scheme is not a replacement for the Waterfront Promenade Project. However the Promenade 
team are aware of the project and supportive of the scheme. We acknowledge that the scheme may 
have to be reworked when/if the tram and promenade upgrades proceed. However we are keen to 
address the issues currently being experienced until these larger, strategic projects happen.  
 
Given the potential future developments we feel it is prudent to limit the scope of this scheme. 
Nevertheless we have sought to comply with the Edinburgh Street Design Guidance and incorporate 
improvements to Place, where feasible, and Movement. We will be providing a high quality and safe 
route for pedestrians and cyclists through the area which will directly benefit local residents. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Response to Comments on Detail of Proposal  
 
 
We have been working with a Trees and Woodlands officer, they advise on Tree planting throughout 
Edinburgh. We suggested planting only where there is limited impact on views. However we are 
conscientious about the potential effects on resident’s views and as a result from the mixed views 

received in the Feedback forms it is likely we will not include tree planting along the majority of 
the path. However we will look into locating trees in front of the St Columba’s Hospice carp 
park and consult with St Columba’s Hospice on any proposals.   
 
It is not usual practice for Active Travel projects to be led by landscape architects although they can 
be engaged in a supporting role where appropriate. On the Lower Granton Cycle and Walking 
Improvements we have sought input from landscape architects. 
 
The proposal to use excavated material for minor landscaping has been approved by the Parks and 
Greenspace Area Manager who does not foresee any management issues. We have been working with 
both architects and landscape architects on this scheme.  
 
The current plan will use 10% of the excavated material for forming the Bund with the remaining 90% 
going to landscaping McKelvie Parade. These initiatives have met with general support in the Feedback 
forms.  
 
We are not currently considering removing the existing stone wall. Although small this acts as a safety 
buffer for those using the proposed path.  
 

On the back of community input we will look to relocate the bollards to prevent parking in the 
Wardie Bay access and give full priority to cyclists and pedestrians and include an information 
board at the area. 
 
The designs include a Toucan Crossing at the Lower Granton Road/Granton Square junction. 
Lonchinvar Drive is owned privately and the owner is not willing to accommodate a raised table.  
 
As CEC does not own the land at Wardie Bay Beach legal agreements would need to be in place in 

order to locate benches on the beach itself. This does not necessarily preclude benches on the beach, 

however in the light of general support from the feedback form and presentations it is likely we will 

only be including benches at the Breakwater and along the path.  

We will be including signage as part of the scheme. 

The removal of hedges and planting will be minor. We are looking at ways to minimise removal of 
hedges and we will be including new hedge and shrub planting. The councils Biodiversity officer has 
been engaged in the development of this scheme  
 
We are including cycle rack at either side of the beach entry at the Wardie Bay access. We can look at 
including cycle racks elsewhere along the route if you have some locations in mind.  
 
We are looking at providing bins along the route. Wider waste management improvements are not 
within the scope of this project.  
 
 
 


