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Granton & District Community Council 
Monday 29 January 2018, 7-9pm, Royston Wardieburn Community Centre  

 
In Attendance: Fred Marinello (Chair), Mizan Rahman (Secretary), Donald McDonald, Jill Talēyarkhan, 
Martyn Whyte, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
Councillor George Gordon, PC Tony Lawrence, Dave Pickering CAN 
Anne Reid, John Beswick, Rod Shearer Trinity CC; Leone Alexander RBGE Biodiversity Project 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, the first of a new year. 
 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Lorna Forsyth, Ben McPherson MSP and Deidre Brock MP, 
Heather Pugh and Fredrick Hesseler  
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 

There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes and they were Moved by Jill 
Talēyarkhan and Seconded by Donald McDonald. 
 

4. Guest Speaker 
a. Leone Alexander, Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh Biodiversity Project 
Leone explained a little about this project, which involves the residents of Boswall Parkway. 
The aim is to find solutions for the challenges Boswall Parkway faces in relation to climate 
change eg. creating a drainage system that copes with flash floods after a rain deluge. It is a 
multi-agency approach with residents, to come up with a workable concept for their street. 
 
Heriot-Watt University is undertaking the ‘number-crunching’ and data analysis. HW students 
also undertook Urban Street Labs in the area as part of the Museum of the Future, Now: 2050 
Project. In this project random objects are handed to residents who write a descriptor for the 
exhibit. This helps to construct a ‘picture’ of the community. These workshops are exploratory 
and informal and data gathered from them will be included in the proposal that is being 
submitted to Adaptation Scotland by 31 March 2018. 
 
A question was asked about the Dynamic Coast project run by Glasgow University that is 
looking at changes in the tide lines. Part of that is the Heritage Lottery funded Shoreline 
Project that centres on the 27 km of Edinburgh’s shoreline and celebrates its cultural heritage 
and natural resources. A summer exhibition at RBGE this summer will further highlight these 
important natural resources. 

 
5. Police Report 

CBO PC Tony Lawrence was in attendance. He reported that there had not been any break-ins 
in our area but some tools had been stolen from Grierson Villas.  
 
Unusually there had been two thefts involving Tesco vans on home deliveries on 5 and 12 
January 2018 in Wardieburn. There had also been some windscreen and tyre damage to 
vehicles in Citypark Way. PC Lawrence was attending the Residents’ Meeting on 8 February to 
set up a Neighbourhood Watch group for the area. 
The had been some arrests: a 20 yo male and 17 yo male had been charged with recent 
motorbike crimes. A 30 yo female and 34 yo male had been caught and charged following a 
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drugs bust and a 35 yo male was charged for the car vandalism in Wardieburn Road. He said 
that ‘he was bored’ and it was something to do. Milk delivered in the early hours was being 
stolen in East Pilton Farm Wynd but there was CCTV of the culprit and a positive line of 
enquiry was being followed. PC Lawrence also warned that there was a bogus window cleaner 
on the rounds AGAIN but there was perhaps new information on that person to be chased up. 
 
PC Lawrence and PC Sarah Hall will be paired together on shift. They have excellent combined 
knowledge of Trinity and Granton. 
 
Operation Myriad (motorbike crime) is perhaps being renewed as this continues. There has 
been a surge of cycle crime recently as push bikes are effective low level crime vehicles. Tony 
asked cyclists to make sure that they protect their bikes adequately. 

 
6. Elected Member Report 

a. Cllr Gordon reported that the proposed dwelling development discussed in November 
had its planning application refused. 
 
b. Granton Crescent is to have a change to its rubbish collection in an attempt to prevent 
the current situation of uncollected bins due to over-filling. Communal bins will be installed 
along with recycling facilities. 
 
c. There are no planned roadworks scheduled. 

 
d. Budget decisions are being made over the next few weeks and the Council meeting on 
22 February will set an initial one year budget with the firmer four-year budget to follow later. 

 
e. A comment/question was raised about the bad state of the pavements outside PCHP. 
There are so many holes and ruts it is very difficult to negotiate even if able-bodies. The road 
between the Catholic church and the Scout Hut is equally bad; perhaps they could be repaired 
together? 

 
f. Cllr Gordon was aware that the pavement repairs to Crewe Rd North had not been 
completed but he was not sure why and would chase this up. It could be due to a rethink 
about the ‘slurry’ that had been used and was not performing as expected causing a rethink. It 
was not budget because it was approved and therefore there to be spent. 

 
g. There was some discussion about the 47 bus terminus. Due to the work now in progress 
it was suggested that Chestnut Street might be better but more stops were going to be needed 
anyway. Could the Council and Lothian Buses discuss this at the April bus review and next CEC 
meeting with Lothian Buses? 

 
h. Mizan reported that he had found it very difficult to report vermin issues to the Council 
although he had eventually found the right person it had taken two hours of phoning. Cllr 
Gordon suggested that the first port of call should be the Environmental Health Officer at 
North Office. 

 
7. Secretary’s Report 

Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
a. The website domain name and hosting service was renewed in January 2018. 
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b. Following the CEC Memo on the data protection regulations and good practice, GDCC is 
now registered with the ICO as a data controller. This means we will be updating contact 
details eg. email address for the purposes of sending out the Agenda and meeting papers each 
month. People who wish to sign up will be requested to read and sign a disclaimer. It is 
required that all community councils are registered. 

 
c. The revamped GDCC newsletter has been well received and there was discussion about 
raising our profile through its distribution. It will be placed on our noticeboards and any local 
community boards. One copy will be delivered to a local resident otherwise an electronic 
version is available on the website. We need to be mindful of production costs and waste. 

 
Mizan asked for help in collating suitable items for the newsletter – there are 10-15 
organisations in the area whose activities could be cross-advertised in our newsletter. 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
There was nothing arising and no changes to GDCC’s balance of funds for this month. There 
will be expenditure to report in February. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Partnership Report 

 
a. GDCC has not been signing off its 2017/18 Neighbourhood Plan projects in a timely 
manner. It is important that this is done now and that GDCC ensures that there are always 
projects proposed in the project bank for the future. George Norval (Housing operation 
manager, North Office) and Mizan Rahman (Secretary, GDCC) had undertaken a joint walk 
abour the area to see the kinds of things that could be proposed. Suggestions are presented to 
GDCC for approval before they are submitted. The longer a proposal is in the Bank, the more 
points it accumulates and the higher it ranks in the priority for funding. 
 
There were four to approve (budget already allocated). 

 
Sponsor Location Project Estimated cost Approved 
GDCC Backgreen at 

Wardieburn St 
East/Place 
East/Drive/Terrace 

Backgreen 
improvements – 
community growing 

£25,500 Yes 

GDCC Corner plat at 
Wardieburn St 
East/Terrace 

Improve community 
growing area 

£14,500 Yes 

GDCC Granton Medway Create bin locations 
at various front 
gardens – 16 in total. 

£40,500 Yes 

GDCC Grassed area at 
junction of Wardieburn 
St 

Planting £5,500 Yes 

 
b. The first North West Locality meeting will be held on 9 February 2018. A Chair will be 
elected and a programme will be established. 
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10. Planning and Licensing 
Nothing to report this month. 
 

11. Transport and Consultations 
Nothing to report this month. 
 

12. AOCB 
a. Jill raised the issue of the ‘temporary’ bus stop outside the Varcity development, which 
is becoming a real safety issue due to the busy road and the very narrow pavement. It is a 
potential accident blackspot and Lothian Buses need to reassess its position, perhaps in the April 
review? 
 
b. The cycle path for Lower Granton Road has been released and feedback is invited. 
Trinity Community Council will be considering the plans for Lower Granton Road at their 12 
February 2018 meeting, Wardie Church at 19:15. 
 

13. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday 26 February 2018, RWCC at 19:00. 
 
(Suzzane Ebel)  
 

 
 
Contact: secretary@grantoncc.scot  | See more about us: www.grantoncc.scot 


