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Granton & District Community Council 
Minutues:  Ordinary Meeting and AGM  
Monday 30 October 2017, 7pm, RWCC 

 
 
In Attendance: Councillor George Gordon, Fred Marinello (Chair), Mizan Rahman (Secretary), 
Donald McDonald, Anne Reid, Rev Norman Smith, David Moodie, Jill Talēyarkhan, Martyn 
Whyte, Willie Black, PC Tony Lawrence, Lorna Forsyth, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 
Cllr Gordon oversaw the election of new office bearers for 2017-18. He then handed over 
proceedings to Fred Marinello, Chair. 
 
POSITION NOMINATION PROPOSED SECONDED 

Chair Fred Marinello Mizan Rahman Jill Talēyarkhan 
Secretary Mizan Rahman Fred Marinello Martyn Whyte 
Treasurer Lorna Forsyth Fred Marinello Mizan Rahman 
Minute Secretary Suzanne Ebel Fred Marinello Mizan Rahman 
Neighbourhood 
Partnership 
Delegates 
(Historically the Chair 
and Secretary attend) 

Fred Marinello 
Mizan Rahman 

Martyn Whyte Suzanne Ebel 

Association of 
Community Councils 

Martyn Whyte Fred Marinello Lorna Forsyth 

Community Liaison 
Officer  

Jill Talēyarkhan Mizan Rahman Lorna Forsyth 

Public Transport 
Officer  

Donald McDonald Fred Marinello Martyn Whyte 

Equality and 
Diversity Officer  

To be discussed at the 
next meeting 

  

 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

The Chair thanked Cllr Gordon for overseeing the AGM and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. 
 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Ben McPherson MSP, Deidre Brock MP, Cllr Jim 
Campbell, Cllr Ellie Bird and Morag O’Dea, Kashif Ather, Katie Quinn, Heather Pugh and 
Fredrick Hessler 
 

3. Annual Reports from Chair, Secretary and Treasurer 
Fred Marinello (Chair) and Mizan Rahman (Secretary) presented their review of the 
year. GDCC has worked to ensure that the district’s voice is heard in consultations, 
engaged with external organisations eg. Edinburgh Airport, charities, candidates in 
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council, general and Youth Parliament elections and locally, Friends of Granton Castle 
Walled Garden. GDCC has also networked and attended local events to try and raise 
the profile of GDCC and improve its reach. This has been aided by Mizan’s overhaul of 
GDCC’s communications. We now have a new logo, revitalised website, Facebook and 
twitter presence. 
 
See item 10 for the Treasurer’s report. 
 

4. Election of office bearers – see above. 
 

5. Rev. Norman Smith, Granton Parish Church 
Rev. Smith and David Moodie, Parish Assistant, presented the development plans for 
Granton Parish Church. One of the most pressing issues in the ward is food poverty 
and they would like to improve this situation. They are planning to redevelop the 
church buildings by raising £800,000 over the next five years to redevelop their kitchen 
and halls so that they can help people eat better. In the meantime they are intending 
to start two new services in spring 2018. They have partnered with a city bakery to act 
as a rescued bread hub where they will distribute excess stock twice weekly. This 
bread will be free to anyone in need. There will also be a Clothes swap hub (partnering 
with Spartans) enabling people to swap worn items of clothing for newer ones.  
 
A question was asked about their preparedness for the amount of rescued bread that 
they would receive and how they were planning to ensure that it was all distributed. 
Also, that other churches in the area were already doing similar kinds of service. Rev 
Smith replied that they had tested it at the Open day on 2 September and it has been 
successful while also raising awareness of the scheme. They are going to work in 
partnership with the local school Breakfast and After school clubs too. 
 

6. Police report 
a. The statistics for Operation Myriad (anti-social behaviour and motorbike crime) 
are contained in Mizan’s report (monthly update)  
 
b. There were 62 reported crimes in October. Loose change and a CD player were 
stolen from a car in Corinthian Quay and PC Lawrence urged people not to leave loose 
change in view. A van was broken into in Pilton Drive North but nothing stolen and a 
sat nav was stolen from a car on Hesperus Crossway. Again, he urged people not to 
leave these in view. A business was broken into in New Broom Park and computers 
were stolen 
 
c. Arrests: on 11 October a 41 yo and a 38 yo male were arrested and charged for 
the Fraser Avenue car break-ins. Other charges may be made. A 24 yo male was 
arrested for bike theft and a 32 yo was arrested for heroin possession in Wardieburn. 
 
d. PC Lawrence reported that extra resources had been drafted for the anticipated 
extra calls on 5 November. 
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PC Lawrence was asked if NW alerts could be a little more timely. He replied that these 
are outwith their control. The West End team collate and submit alerts to the NW 
office in Stirling for onward transmission. 
 

7. Elected Councillors and Representatives Report 
 
a. Cllr Gordon noted that the TRO for Boswall Road had not been completed yet 
and he had contacted the Roads Manager to establish what was causing the delay. The 
Secretary noted that there were some delays in receiving the TROs so it was 
challenging to publicise them and there had been complaints about this on the GDCC 
Facebook page. 
b. Granton View and Granton Crescent are going to be tidied up. There will be a 
focus on the bins. Larger rubbish hoppers will also be installed along with recycling 
facilities to try and improve the situation. 
 
c. There will be traffic restrictions on one carriageway of Crewe Road due to 
Scottish Water works. 

 
d. Residents in City Park have been receiving parking tickets due to the incorrect 
installation of double yellow lines. These will need to be burnt off and the lines 
repainted correctly. 

 
e. An audit of empty council houses has been initiated. Once the numbers are 
established and the reasons why they are empty, they will be returned to the index so 
that people on the waiting list can rent them.  
 
f. There was nothing received from other elected members this month. 

 
g. Cllr Jim Campbell has preffered AGM to be conducted smoothly by GDCC office 
bearers on their own way as his former cllr colleague. He will take part on any future 
meeting.  

 
8. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the Previous Minutes. The Minutes were moved 
by Lorna Forsyth and seconded by Mizan Rahman. 

   
9. Secretary’s Report 

a. Mizan apologised for the late sending of the meeting papers but his computer 
had broken down and he was unaware that the automated emails had not been sent 
as normal. See Treasurer’s report below. 
 
b. Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
Mizan highlighted some of the items of note in his report. In particular, the two free 
training events: Adult eye health and diversity training course on 29 November 
(booking deadline 21 November) and Overcoming language barriers for 
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frontline/reception staff on 21 November. There are also a number of consultations 
open for residents to comment upon in addition to the Council’s Budget consultation. 
 

10. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Lorna advised that the grant of £940.56 had been received and the current balance 
was £1758.53. The accounts for 2016-17 were proposed by Jill and agreed by the 
entire Community Council. 
 
b. A quotation of £357.00 has been submitted for approval to purchase a laptop for 
the Secretary’s use. 
 

11. Neighbourhood Partnership Report 
a. There was a meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnerships in August. Cllr Cammy 
Day is the Chair, Cllr Gordon the Vice-Chair. Neighbourhood Partnerships will continue 
in their current form until November when the advisory paper will be received. It is 
anticipated that they will then be subsumed into the Localities so community councils 
will need to be primary partners in the Localities in order to guarantee that their 
community’s voice is heard. 
b. A question was asked about what would happen to the LIPs (Locality 
Improvement Plans). Cllr Gordon responded that these will need to be resubmitted 
with any necessary adjustments and following further local consultation. However, 
there will be wider formal consultation about changes before this. 

 
12. Planning, Licensing and Consultations 

a. There was discussion of the application to build a house to the rear of 127-130 
Lower Granton Road (accessed from Granton Road) Reference 17/04323/FUL. This 
piece of land has some history. The last application to build was rejected by CEC and 
the Scottish Government Reporter in 2010. Cllr Gordon reported that both GDCC and 
Trinity Community Council have worked together to lodge detailed objections to this 
application. There have also been over 100 objections lodged by residents. Cllr Gordon 
suggested that it may be possible to begin the process of reclassifying the land as ‘an 
embankment’ which would introduce stringent planning requirements for potential 
applicants. However, this could be a long process. 

 
b. Cllr Gordon reiterated that the CEC must save money and therefore it is very 
important that people and communities respond to the Budget consultation and put 
their views forward. Every voice counts so make yourself heard! 

 
c. The Council is finding it difficult to fulfil its social care obligations and the £10m 
from the Scottish Government was a one off. There is no guarantee of more. Lothian 
Health Board will therefore need to find money to maintain the service. 

 
d. Cllr Gordon advised that the CCTV service has been redlined in the budget to 
maintain its current levels. 

 



 
 

5 
 

e. There were questions asked about: 
• the final grass cut of the year: this should be completed in the next few weeks 

weather permitting. 
• Weeds: It is clear that the withdrawal of the effective but carcinogenic weed 

killer has left a problem. More time is required to rethink an effective approach 
to this problem. 

• Crewe Road North pavements: These are slated for completion but there is some 
discussion about the best method for completing the renovation. 

 
13. AOCB 

a. Tool Store 
This community service is currently based in Leith but it looks likely that it will take a 
more permanent space at Granton:hub. North Edinburgh residents can ‘borrow’ tools 
for a small fee from this ‘library’ in order to undertake household jobs. More on this 
will be available on Nov meeting.  
 
b. CHAS are looking for 20 volunteers bag packers at their Granton Morrison’s 
fundraising event on 20 December. Shifts are 10:00-13:00 or 13:00 to 16:00 but there 
could be a degree of flexibility. 
 
c. The annual Act of Remembrance will take place at Granton parish Church on 
Sunday, 12 November 2017, time: 10.50am 
 
d. Granton Library is closed as the roof is dangerous. It is hoped that the closure 
will not be much longer than two weeks as the roof is made safe. 
 
e. Donald McDonald reported that the RWCC Management Committee was 
meeting with three Councillors to discuss the future work of the centre on 1 
November. They are concerned that money for two long-standing clubs will run out in 
December and it is not clear what is going to happen in future. Cllr Gordon stated that 
this was exactly why there was to be a meeting and that clarity should be achieved 
following the meeting. 
 

14. Date and time of next meeting 
 
Monday, 27 November 2017 
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