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Granton and District Community Council 
REPORT FROM THE CHAIR AND SECRETARY (Oct 2017 ) 

 
 

The new GDCC office bearers’ committee was formed in October 2016, followed by 
the triennial community councillors’ election. A number of new faces have joined the 
GDCC team since the formation of the new committee. This has been a tremendous 
year for the Granton and District Community Council. Thanks to our innovative team 
spirit there have been a range of GDCC activities over the reporting period. Please 
find brief highlights of our works below.  

A. Members and meetings  

GDCC began with 10 members after the October 2016 election. People from a wide 
range of backgrounds joined the new team.  

Over the year, one of our office bearers was elected councillor for Forth ward at the 
local authority election in May 2017. In total, two of our office bearers stood in these 
elections. We are proud of them. GDCC has proven to be a breeding ground for 
public representatives even though we are an apolitical organisation!  

GDCC held 9 business meetings during the year. All meetings were quorate with 
between 5 and 10 Members at every meeting. Attendance rose to 20 people at some 
meetings as there were issues of great local interest.  

B. Liaison with external organisations 

Over the year, guest speakers from various external organisations have presented 
and covered a wide range of issues such as:  

• Candidates from Scottish Youth Parliament Candidate (MYSP): January 
meeting 

• Edinburgh airport flight pathway consultation - Communications and 
Engagement team: March Meeting  

• Charity organisation CHAS (Children’s Hospice Association Scotland): March 
meeting 

• Forth Ward Councillors candidates of the Scottish Local Authority Election 
2017: April meeting  

• Candidates from North Edinburgh constituency at UK General Election 2017: 
May meeting.  

• Neighbourhood Watch Scotland: July meeting  
• Friends of Granton Castle Walled Garden: March meeting 

 
C. Community engagement  

 
a) GDCC attended different community events and consultations over the year 

to raise issues, and concerns on behalf of the local community. We set up an 
information stall at Granton Parish Church’s community day on 2 September 
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2017. Five community councillors attended the event networking and 
promoting GDCC among the audience.  

b) We have promoted information and awareness material on voter registration 
and nomination etc ahead of each election over the year. Information was 
disseminated via newsletter, social media and our website.  

c) We have supported local Marine Conservation Society activities such as the 
beach clean by promoting their monthly events, taking part in surveys and 
writing letters to MSPs.  

d) GDCC has supported changeworks local recycling and environment 
improvement works by taking part in their events and circulating information 
by various means.  

e) There are a total of 85 members on our mailing list. The meeting Agendas 
and Minutes sent to this list before and after each meeting.  
 

D. Consultation and planning  
 
a) Members of GDCC responded to the Scottish Government consultation paper 

on the future of the planning system. The Edinburgh meeting took place on 
Tuesday 14 March 6-8pm 

b) We publicise consultations of interest from the City of Edinburgh Council, 
Scottish Government and other public organisation on wide ranges of topics 
e.g. Edinburgh Airport Flight Paths change  

c) We have submitted responses to 10 consultations over the year. Most of them 
were online questionnaires.  

d) Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) are circulated via social media and our 
website. Facebook posts have reached up to 2000 people.  
 

E. Website, Logo and media  

Significant improvement was made in terms of publicity and promotion of GDCC at 
the beginning of this year. A logo was designed and approved by the committee. A 
new website was constructed with a permanent domain ( www.grantocc.scot ). 
GDCC’s presence in social media was increased via Facebook and twitter. Statistics 
from the website show a total of 952 views and 296 visitors. The Facebook page has 
been liked by 158 people and our twitter feed is followed by 276 people.  

Finally, we believe that GDCC has re-emerged from the Community Council 
elections as a strong and active body. We are working hard to reach out to residents 
and represent their concerns. We thank all our fellow community councillors for their 
contribution. All ex officio members were supportive. We are proud of them.   

 
Fred Marinello, Chair 
Mizan Rahman, Secretary 
30 October 2017 , secretary@grantoncc.scot 

http://www.grantocc.scot/

