
West Lothian Celebrates

Multicultural Community Event

Hosted in partnership : West Lothian Community Race Forum 
and  ELREC - Diversity in Public Life funded by West Lothian 

Council

Tuesday, 31 October 2017, 7.00pm – 8.30pm
Bathgate Partnership Centre, 21-55 South Bridge Street, 

Bathgate, West Lothian, EH48 1TL

Event Brochure



7.00pm Registration,  Refreshments & Networking

7.15 pm  Introduction and Housekeeping

7.20 pm Welcome address

David Olwa, Chair, WL Community Race Forum

Councillor George Paul, West Lothian Council

7.25pm Keynote speakers 

Professor Sir Geof Palmer OBE
Contribution of the African Caribbean community in Scotland

Ade Ainibu 
Black and African community in Scottish Public Life : A personal 
journey

7.50pm Music and dance from BE United

Solo Music: Benny Tetteh Lartey

8.30pm Vote of thanks

Programme 

Black History Month in Scotland 

Black History Month has been celebrated in Scotland since 2001, and has encompassed 
the history of African, Caribbean and Asian people in this country; people who often have 
a direct link with Scotland through slavery, colonialism and migration. Black History Month 
focuses on people whose sacrifices, contributions and achievements against a backdrop 
of racism, inequality and injustice are often forgotten about and who are absent from our 
history books and education system. CRER has co-ordinated Black History Month celebration 
in Scotland since 2001, see more : www.crer.scot/black-history

Since 2001 CRER has co-ordinated nationwide Black History Month celebration in Scotland. 
On this occasion, ELREC has been hosting various initiatives, events in partnership with 
public sector organisation and community groups across Edinburgh and the Lothians. For 
more information about past activities involving African communities, please visit :
https://elrecafricacelebration.wordpress.com  



Geoff Palmer was born in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica and has lived in Penicuik, 
Midlothian, since 1977. He is a Professor Emeritus in the School of Life 
Sciences of Heriot-Watt University of Edinburgh, Scotland.
He is the first black professor in Scotland. He is a renowned grain scientist 
and author of over one hundred of scientific research papers.
His book, Cereal Science and Technology is still being used a text for 
students and industrialist. Palmer is also a Human Rights activist who is 
involved in a considerable amount of charity work in the community. He 
has also written a book on race relations, Mr. White and the Ravens and 
recently wrote an article on Stephen Lawrence: Society is more mixed 
but racism has not gone away - we still have a long way to go. Geoff is 
also the author of: The Enlightenment Abolished: Citizens of Britishness. 
This book outlines related histories of Scotland, the UK, Africa and the 
Caribbean and how slavery promoted economic growth and has determined social attitudes in the 
UK.
In 2007, Professor Geoff Palmer was named amongst the 100 Great Black Britons at the Bicentenary 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade in the British Empire. Before he retired he was the only European 
to be awarded a distinguished research award by an American learned society. In 2017, he became 
the first recipient of The Lifetime Achievement Award of the Scottish Brewing Industry. His work on 
sorghum grain in developing countries is well recognised. In 2011 the Midlothian Council made him a 
Freeman of Midlothian and he was made an OBE in 2003 for his scientific work and was Knighted for 
his contributions to science, human rights and charity in 2014. Prof Palmer is the Honorary President 
of Edinburgh and Lothians Regional Equality Council ELREC.

Professor Sir Geoff Palmer OBE

Ade moved to Scotland in 2008 following a short period of stay 
in England. He is originally from Nigeria. 
He went to the University of Glasgow to do undergraduate course 
followed by pre-university education from England. 

Currently he is in the final stage of his PhD study focused on 
the management of diabetic neuropathic pain under School of 
Health and Life Sciences at the Glasgow Caledonian University. 
Ade sits on two committees at the British Pharmacological 
Society in London (The Young Pharmacologists Advisory Group 
and Membership and Awards Committee). 

Ade Aibinu was elected as a councillor in the Victoria Park ward of Glasgow City Council in 
council election May 2017 at the age of 28. He is first ever councillor from African background 
in Scotland. He is passionate about societal transformation. 
He is fond of music and leads a church choir in Glasgow. 

Councillor Ade Aibinu

SPEAKER’S PROFILE



Benny Tetteh Lartey is a BBC Scotland Award Winning Singer/songwriter, based in  
Midlothian and originated from Ghana, has been crowned with many international 
professional awards for his music.

The artist, who supported Joan Armatrading at The 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall and who is still known for 
gatecrashing a live appearance at T in the Park, had 
been courted by Columbia Records and Island Records 
before signing to Aardvark Records. 
He has a passion for working wood and for the outdoors. 
His motto is ‘Make yourself valuable’ and always aspire 
to be better. A role model for a new generation of 
African youngsters.

Benny combines a love of creating his own brand of 
distinctive folk music, accessible lyrics...and creating 
his own musical instruments, notably the 26 string 
Combuitar. He launched his brand new  4 song EP called 
‘Combuitar’.  For more: www.bennytetteh-lartey.co.uk

Benny Tetteh Lartey,  Singer 

‘BE  United’  and ‘ The Champions’ troupe will bring a LIVE show to entertain the 
audience & to create greater understanding about African culture. Join the high 
energy action pack show with traditional Zulu dance to Pantsula - the dance of the 
younger generation of South Africans. ‘‘The Champions’’ will leave you energized ! 
Prepare to BE inspired...!!!

Be United 

PERFORMERS PROFILE 



ORGANISERS PROFILE 

Diversity in Public life 

ELREC has launched this project in 2015 to increase 
engagement of under represented diverse members of 
communities in public life & the democratic processes 
and across Edinburgh and the Lothians. It’s is an extension 
of ELREC’s ongoing Equality Engagement Project which is 
supported by the Scottish Government Equality Fund. The 
project will also address issues identified that limit and foster participation & representation 
of the BME community in public life.

Project activities

• To facilitate a tailor made mentoring program, PLC (public life champions) to provide a 
support provision for BME individuals interested to become involved in different level of 
public life and the democratic process 
• To work  and engage with public & third sector agencies and political stakeholders to 
positively advance the participation and representation of BME communities in public life. 
Contact: Mizan Rahman, E-mail: mrahman@elrec.org.uk , Tel: 0131 556 0441
www.diversityinpubliclife.wordpress.com
Find us on facebook.com/diversityinpubliclife | Follow us on twitter  @ELREC_UK

West Lothian Community Race Forum
 Supported by the West Lothian Community Planning Partnership
 www.westlothian.gov.uk/community-engagement

Working towards a more diverse, open and inclusive West Lothian

West Lothian Community Race Forum was set up to promote and enhance understanding 
and awareness of race and race equality and to celebrate diversity in West Lothian through 

promoting and aiding the integration of all cultures into the community. The forum is based on the 
recognition that everyone is part of a cultural group and is therefore open to anyone who lives in 

West Lothian.

We meet every six weeks and discuss a range of topics from Housing to Poverty, Health to 
Integration and so much more! We also take part in policy consultations to ensure race equality 

issues are considered in service design and delivery. New members are always welcome at all of 
our meetings. If you have any ideas, would like support, information or would just like to join, get 

in touch or come along to any of our meetings.

More information can be found on the above website or by
E-mail: communityraceforum@hotmail.co.uk, facebook.com/WLCommunityRaceForum

Alternatively call us on 01506 281086



CONTACTS 

West Lothian Community Race Forum 
C/O Joanna Anderson
Community Planning Development Officer, Planning, Economic Development and 
Regeneration
West Lothian Council
Civic Centre, Howden South Road
Livingston, West Lothian
EH54 6FF
Tel: 01506 281086, E-mail: joanna.anderson1@westlothian.gov.uk

Maggie Archibald 
HR Advisor – Equality and Diversity, HR Operations, Corporate Services
West Lothian Council
Civic Centre, Howden South Road
Livingston, West Lothian
EH54 6FF
Tel: 01506 281343, E-mail: Maggie.Archibald@westlothian.gov.uk

Jane Drysdale
Youth service team 
Community Learning and Development
West Lothian Council 
Tel: 07990 788 026 or email jane.drysdale@westlothian.gov.uk

Mizan Rahman
Equality Engagement Officer 
ELREC- Diversity in Public Life 
14 Forth Street, Edinburgh 
EH1 3LH 
Tel: 0131 556 0441 , Email;  mrahman@elrec.org.uk 
www.elrec.org.uk | www.diversityinpubliclife.wordpress.com 

   /diversityinpubliclife        /ELREC_EE


