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Minutes of the Meeting  
Granton & District Community Council 

Monday 31 July 2017, 7pm 
 

 

In Attendance: Fred Marinello (Chair), Donald McDonald, Kashif Ather, Jill Talēyarkhan, Lorna 
Forsyth (Treasurer), Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) and Mizan Rahman (GDCC Secretary) 

 
Elected representative: George Gordon (Councillor), Jim Campbell (Councillor), Eleanor Bird 
(Councillor) 

 
Anne Reid, PC Neil Robinson, Shirley Johnston, Adrian Shield (RFYC), Brian Connel (Neighbourhood 
Watch Scotland) 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies 
These were received from: Heather Pugh, Fred Hessler, Ben McPherson MSP, and Deirdre Brock 
MP, Martyn Whyte.  
 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
a) Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
The Treasurer stated that she wasn’t sure about the bank figures stated in 8(a) as the end of year 
accounts she presented today showed the correct position. The paragraph has been amended. 
There were no further matters arising. 
 
b) The May Minutes were moved by Jill Talēyarkhan and Seconded by Suzanne Ebel. 
 
4. Police Report 
a) PC Robinson reported the following: 
• Two youths have been charged for the damage done to cars in Trinity in May (84 charges) 
• Royston, Wardieburn and Granton have been quieter recently perhaps due to Operation 
Soteria and other targeted operations. 
• A family responsible for several criminal incidents had been evicted and removed from the 
area on 31 July 2017. 
• The Community Garden has been vandalised – vegetable uprooted – and PC Tony Lawrence is 
investigating this incident. If anyone has any pertinent information regarding the vandalism, 
please contact him. 
• The raid on the Day2Day shop (Boswall Parkway) is being investigated by CID. 
 
b) A question was asked about the status of the dedicated motorbike team at Drylaw. PC 
Robinson reported that they have been disbanded but a heavy-handed approach is being adopted 
and a couple of accused have even been arrested on discharge from hospital. 
 
c) PC Robinson was asked if he was aware of the youth disorder that had occurred in the 
sheltered housing complex in Granton Crescent. He said that he was and there had been 4 reports 
logged about the incident. It is being attended to. 
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5. Neighbourhood Watch Scotland – Brain Connel 
 

a) Brian provided some background to the current NW approach. He explained that it used to be 
a police-led initiative in response to crime but it is now a more fluid, less formal scheme 
independent of the police. The new strapline is ‘Your watch, your way’ to reflect this.  
 
NWS would like to bring back the sense of community that has been eroded. They would like 
Community Councils to be connections between their communities and NWS in order to pass on 
or collect information that is useful for everyone. 
 
He told us about Neighbourhood Alert (funded and supported by a range of organisations eg. 
Scottish Government, NWS and Police Scotland). This has been rolled out across almost the whole 
of Scotland (just Highlands and Islands left) and training of the police is almost complete. This will 
ensure that all forces operate the system in the same way. Neighbourhood Alert is a targeted way 
in which to communicate accurate information around a community rather than allowing rumour 
and speculation to spread. For example, an alert might be circulated around Granton and district 
for an elderly missing person or advise of a housebreaking hotspot allowing residents to ensure 
their property is secure. Its sole purpose is to get the right information to the right people at the 
right time. 
 
b) Lorna observed that this was about fostering community and better connections without being 
‘nosy neighbours’. 
 
c) A question was asked about how residents with no or little access to the internet could 
participate. Brian said that they were looking at this. There is a pilot project in Clydebank currently 
where they are training carers so that they pass on relevant information to clients. It is work in 
progress. 

 
d) PC Robinson observed that transient communities are also a big issue. Young people tend not 
to stay anywhere for an extended time and he suggested that racism and language barriers were 
also challenges in tenements. He also observed that many more community disputes and 
misunderstandings might be resolved if people spoke to one another and got to know each other 
more. 

 
e) Brian was asked when it would be available in Edinburgh. He replied that the training has been 
delivered and Edinburgh divisions were deciding how best to introduce this scheme while 
integrating it into current community policing. 
 
f) You do not need a Neighbourhood Watch Group to be part of Neighbourhood Alert. NWS will 
however help a community to create a Watch if they need some help in’ joining the dots’. 

 
g) A question was asked about the current spread of NW groups. There is not much 
representation among the more deprived areas of Edinburgh. This might be historical but Brian 
said that this is beginning to change slowly as communities change. 
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h) Mizan asked how far you can cascade Neighbourhood Alerts. They can be distributed as widely 
as you like within your community. 

 
i) The elected members will enquire as to why City of Edinburgh Council charges for its 
Neighbourhood Watch signage. 
 
6. Elected Member Report 

 
a) The three members present reported that it is business as usual now that the coalition is 
settled. They hope that there will be better, more effective decision and priority making in future. 
They have been busy meeting Granton residents and dealing with many local issues, particularly 
housing. Jim Campbell and George Gordon serve on Committees too. 
 
b) A question was asked about the current over-crowding on the Sunday service single decker 19 
(and 47) buses. This is a particular problem in the summer months. George said that he was happy 
to refer the question on to the appropriate council official so that it can be raised with Lothian 
Buses. Jim asked LB for the summer passenger figures to see firstly if there are grounds to raise 
this as an issue for action now. 

 
c) A new self-levelling tar is being used for the renewed pavements however weeds have been 
seen growing through. George said that there is much debate about how to tackle the problem 
across the city, now and in the future. 

 
d) There was some discussion about what is happening with Granton Development Company and 
in particular the Service Charges that they apply. It is not clear exactly how much real 
development is being done rather than superficial ‘development’. A plot of land was sold to 
McTaggart and Nickel and the Capital City Partnership has also purchased some land with a view 
to restricting density and providing affordable housing. 
 
7. Secretary’s Report 

 
a) Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
Mizan presented the monthly report and drew attention to the Stronger North public event on 3 
August and the Granton Church Community Day on 2 September 2017. 
 
b) George suggested, in relation to the Day2Day incident, that it might be time to form a Small 
Business Forum so that their voice can be heard more easily. They would also be able to share 
information and intelligence. 
 
c) There was discussion as to whether or not the North West Locality Directory could or should 
be available in print form for people who do not have internet access. 
 
d) Mizan advised that there is a pot of money to allow children from certain SIMD areas to attend 
Fringe Shows. There is a simple one page application form to complete and the funding will cover 
the tickets, transport and a refreshment for the children. He has the details and applications 
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should be submitted asap in order to take advantage of this offer. George suggested that Granton 
Church and RWCC Management Committee might be interested in applying. 
 
e) Mizan suggested that there should be a GDCC stall at the community day and asked for 
volunteers and ideas as to how GDCC should be represented. 
 
f) There was discussion about the email that the RWCC Management Committee sent to the 
Council and parliamentary representatives regarding the cancellation of the hustings for 
candidates in the May 2017 CEC elections. It was stated in May that, following discussion with CEC 
officials, there was a conflict of interest as an office bearer of GDCC was standing. The GDCC 
constitution is clear that the GDCC is apolitical and so the Chair was not willing to risk censure 
from CEC if the hustings went ahead. It was cancelled twelve days before the elections so another 
organisation or interested party could have organised another. 
 
g) Donald McDonald asked why other Community Councils went ahead with their hustings 
events, surely it was the same for all community councils? Fred reiterated that he was concerned 
about GDCC and what its constitution stated, and public money cannot be used for political 
meetings. GDCC was not prepared to take the risk. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report 

 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Lorna presented the Annual Accounts and reported that the Council had now received the GDCC 
accounts. There were no further matters arising. 
 
9. Neighbourhood Partnership Report 

 
Nothing to report. 
 
10.  Update on Planning and Licensing 

 
Nothing to report 
 
11. Transport and recent consultations 

 
Nothing to report. 
 
12. Other Business 

 
a) It was noted that there is work being undertaken to improve the energy efficiency of housing 
in Royston and Wardieburn. Loft insulation and cladding is being installed. 
 
13. Date and time of next meeting 

 
The next meeting will be Monday, 28 August 2017. 


