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Granton & District Community Council Minutes 
Monday 29 May 2017 

 
In Attendance:  
 
Fred Marinello (Chair), Donald McDonald, Kashif Ather, Jill Talēyarkhan, Heather 
Pugh, Fred Hessler,  Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) and Mizan Rahman (GDCC Secretary) 
 
Cammy Day (Councillor), George Gordon (Councillor), Jim Campbell (Councillor), 
Deidre Brock (SNP Edinburgh North and Leith candidate), Gordon Munro (Scottish 
Labour Edinburgh North and Leith candidate), Martin Veart (Liberal Democrat 
Edinburgh North and Leith candidate) 
 
Tony Anderson, Anne Reid, PC Neil Robertson, Cathy Umobi, Ruairdh Gilchrist 

 
1. Chair’s Opening Remarks 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies 
Received from: Martyn White, Ellie Bird, Lorna Forsyth 
 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a) Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Wording for paragraph 9b was agreed; Lorna Forsyth’s name was corrected (not 
Lorna McPherson as stated). There were no other matters arising, The Minutes were 
moved by Mizan Rahman and seconded by Suzanne Ebel. 
 
4. Police Report 
a) PC Robertson reported the following 
•   that there had been 54 calls relating to youths and anti-social behaviour. Some of 
that related to the building work currently in progress in the RWCC’s grounds. A new 
security company has been employed and there had only been one call since their 
introduction. 
•   Over 40 cars had been damaged in the Trinity/Boswall area. The youths 
responsible have been identified and were in the process of being charged. One of 
the offenders was already in a secure unit and many of them were under the age of 
fifteen. 
•   There had been 6 ‘housebreakings’ (this includes 3 sheds). 
•   Operation Soteria continues and Muirhouse residents are currently affected. Also, 
foreign bikes are being stolen in town and brought to North Edinburgh for joy-riding. 
There are also a noticeable number of dirt bikes being stolen and ridden in the area 
currently. This included one rider ‘pulling wheelies’ through the rush hour traffic on 
Lower Granton Road. 
•   There have been discussions at all levels to try and find a solution. Concerned 
responsible adults have been providing information on the offenders but will not give 
statements for fear of retribution. 
•   PC Robertson said that a P6 and a P7 were recently caught with a stolen bike. As 
a result the education initiative is being targeted at P5s. 
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•   An attempted theft of a motorbike had been witnessed on Pilton Drive North by an 
attendee, which he had reported. The police did attend as he had seen three males 
on a moped with a large hammer. An arrest was made and one person was charged 
on 29 May 2017. 
 
b) PC Robertson was asked if he was aware of the man riding a quad bike, not 
wearing a helmet and carrying passengers. He said that he was, that it was legal and 
there was only cause to stop him if he was speeding. 
 
c) There was a question about a garage in Pennywell that appeared to be a 
breaker’s yard. Again, this business was operating legally and legitimately. 
 
d) Significant numbers of children had been seen playing on the contractor’s 
equipment on Granton Crescent and some damage appeared to have been done to 
an excavator. PC Roberston said that he wasn’t aware of any reports but contractors 
often didn’t report it as they moved on to the next job. However, there is CCTV 
covering this area and he would review it. 
 
e) There is a man on a mobility scooter who often uses the road in Crewe Road 
North rather than the pavements because the pavement is too narrow. This means 
that cars come across him suddenly and the situation is not ideal but there is not 
really anything that can be done. 
 
f)                Mizan said that on Saturday, 27 May 2017 a group of youths were 
observed jumping over the fence of a corner plot and uprooting plants. They also 
made a lot of noise disturbing residents in the area. PC Robertson said that he was 
not aware of any reports but would check the log and CCTV. 
 
5. Welcome to and introduction from new Councillors 
a) Three of the new Councillors were present: Cammy Day who is now Labour 

Group Leader; Jim Campbell Scottish Conservative Group Whip and George 
Gordon (SNP). All were busy setting up Surgeries and had already met to discuss 
the issues affecting the area. 

 
6. General Election 2017: Candidates’ statements 
a) Three Westminster MP candidates were present: Martin Veart (Liberal 
Democrat), Gordon Munro (Scottish Labour) and Deidre Brock (SNP). They made 
personal statements and took questions from the floor on a variety of topics before 
giving closing statements. 
 
Questions were asked about: 

• private landlords and current rent pressures plus the rights of tenants and 
landlords. What could the Scottish Government and Westminster MPS do 
about this? 

• Benefits caps, sanctions and the squeeze on working tax credits 
• Banning zero hours contracts and the living wage 
• Mental health funding 
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• What sort of future young people will have taking these things into 
consideration especially if there is more austerity and a hard Brexit. 

 
7. Secretary’s Report 
a) Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
There was a meeting for Community Councillors on 23 May 2017 at which Peter 
Strong introduced the North West Localities plan. The proposed budget and 
associated plans were presented but this is dependent upon the arrangements for 
the City of Edinburgh Council Administration being finalised. 
 
b) The City of Edinburgh’s Lifelong Learning Department will be adopting the 

RWCC. 
 
c) Mizan provided paper copies of the May monthly update, which can also be found 

online at URL https://grantoncc.scot/  
 
8. Treasurer’s Report 
a) Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Payments had been made to Zurich Insurance; the Association of Community 
Councils (annual fee); The Cockburn Association (annual subscription) and the rent 
for use of the RWCC room for CC meetings. The current balance is £1002.97 and 
there is £60 in the petty cash box. 
 
b) It was noted that the annual GDCC accounts had been submitted to the CEC 
twice so far (including one hand delivery) but GDCC had been informed that they had 
been ‘lost’. A third attempt was being made to resubmit them. 
 
9. Update on Planning and Licensing 
a) There was nothing to report but as George is now a Councillor, GDCC will 
need to reassign this role. Heather Pugh was therefore nominated as the GDCC 
representative on the Forth Neighbourhood Partnership (nominated by Fred Hessler 
and seconded by Mizan Rahman). 
 
10. Roads, transport and recent consultations 
Nothing to report. 
 
11. AOCB 
Nothing to report. 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting 
NB: There is no meeting in June but meetings will recommence on Monday, 24 July 

2017 

https://grantoncc.scot/

