
 
 

1 
 

Minutes of the meeting 
 

Granton & District Community Council 
 

Monday 24 April 2017, 7 pm, Royston and Wardieburn Community Centre 
 

 

In Attendance:    
 
Fred Marinello (Chair), Martyn Whyte, Donald McDonald, Kashif Ather, Jill 
Talēyarkhan, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) and Mizan Rahman (GDCC Secretary) 
 
Gillian Mackay (Scottish Greens council candidate), Cammy Day (Scottish Labour 
council candidate), George Gordon (SNP council candidate), Nicola Ross 
(Independent council candidate) 
 
Tony Anderson, Anne Reid,  PC Tony Lawrence, Heather Pugh (Scottish Labour 
council candidate), Mariana Forsyth (Granton Community Gardens & Friends of 
Granton Castle Walled Garden)  
 
 

1.  Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2.  Apologies were received from Ben McPherson MSP, Deidre Brock MP, 

Frederick Hessler (LCC), Jim Campbell (Scottish Conservative council 
candidate), Lorna Forsyth 

 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes. The Minutes were 

moved by George Gordon and seconded by Donald McDonald. 
 
4.  Police Report 
a) PC Lawrence reported the following: 
• Enquiries relating to the robbery of the DayToday store on Boswell 

Parkway were ongoing. 
• There had been one house-breaking on Boswell Drive (entry through a 

smashed rear window) and enquiries were ongoing. 
• There have been three different reports of vehicle licence plate thefts. 
• Operation Soteria has had some successes mainly due to use of CCTV 

and intelligence information. There have been 16 vehicle recoveries; 23 
arrests for vehicle crime and a vast number of curfew checks have been 
undertaken. 

• PC Lawrence reiterated that it is a myth that there is non-pursuit policy in 
place regarding vehicle crime. Pursuit will be carried out IF conditions are 
right ie. that there is no public safety issue. 
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b) PC Lawrence was asked if the police were aware of the youths 
congregating regularly on the bridge over Crewe Road North. He replied 
that they were and that patrols do go past. 

 
c) PC Lawrence suggested that GDCC invites Chief Inspector Jimmy Jones 

and Inspector Stephen Sutherland to a GDCC meeting to find out more 
about initiatives in Forth ward. 

 
5.  Elected Member Report 

 
a) Nothing submitted or to be reported. 
 
b) The candidates in the council elections were given an opportunity to make 

a candidate statement, telling us about them and their motivations for 
standing. They then took questions from the floor. Each candidate 
responded to each questions. The questions were as follows: 

 
1. What effect would the ‘rape clause’ have on households across Forth 

ward? How could these be dealt with? 
 

2. It appears from the changes being made to staffing at RWCC that local 
services for Granton residents were being eroded/’diluted’. What did the 
candidates think about this situation? 

 
3. It is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain appointments at Granton 

Information Centre, how could this be improved? 
 

4. The food bank at Granton Baptist Church is looking after around 600 
families currently. What were the candidates’ thoughts on this? 

 
5. How would the candidates encourage more food growing in the area? 

 
6. Crew Road North has become a rat run for heavy trucks and the road 

surface and pavements have been affected. How could the situation be 
improved? 

 
6.  Secretary’s Report 
a) Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
Nothing arising from March. 
 
b) Mizan provided an update for April. This is also available on the GDCC 

website. 
 
c) 40 kg of rubbish was collected from the Wardie Bay beach clean on 1 

April. These beach cleans are now monthly and there is still plenty to 
collect! Much of it is plastic from sewerage (cotton buds for example) and 
from illegal bilge opening in the Firth of Forth that is not being policed by 
the council. 
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d) The Living in Harmony Community BBQ requires volunteers to help at the 
event. 

 

e) Ensuring that more people are aware of GDCC and its work is important. 
Mizan is producing a publicity leaflet to be displayed in public places were 
interested people are likely to visit such as Morrisons, the medical centre, 
library and the GDCC notice boards. 

 
7. Treasurer’s Report 

 
a) Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 

No changes to report this month. 
 

b) It is proposed that Lauriston Thistle FC are given a donation of £440 to 
enable them to hold their Community Fair as their council funding has 
been withdrawn. (The Fair is their main fundraiser.) 
 

8. Update on planning and licensing 
 

a) Nothing to report. However, the local plan proposals have been received 
by GDCC and this will be brought to the next meeting. 

 
9.  Roads, transport and recent consultations 

 
a) It was noted that outline consent has been given for the Granton marina 

development but there is still much scope for local input to ensure that the 
community derives benefit. 
 

b) It appears that there is a move to streamline the functions of the four 
Neighbourhood Partnerships into a new organisation called the North 
West Localities. Further information on the exact nature of this 
organisation and its function is required.  

 
c) It was noted that the Skylink 200 service was running now and that the 

East Coast 113 service is now serving west Granton. We were all 
reminded ‘to use it or lose it’! 
 

10. RWCC update 
 

a) The situation is unchanged, but the management team and centre users 
are still concerned about the RWCC’s future. There is a fear that people 
will stop using RWCC because of this and go to granton:hub’s activities 
instead. 

 
It was queried whether or not candidates would be able to ask the council 
questions about staffing arrangements at RWCC. It was suggested that 
they would be able to ask about posts or staff. 
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It was also suggested that perhaps the council has forgotten why RWCC 
was built and that no one is really sure why it is underutilised. This leads 
the council to feel that it is not getting value for money. 
 

11. Any other business 
 

a) Anne Reid said that it was disappointing that there had not been an 
apology at the start of the meeting for the cancelled hustings as she was 
not the only person who had turned up for it. The Chair advised that an 
email had been sent out to everyone on the GDCC mailing list and it was 
on the facebook and twitter accounts too. However, he also recognised 
that not everyone is on email and social media and GDCC would take 
another look at its communication channels for the future. 

 
b) Mizan said that there had been several incidents of vandalism experienced 

by the corner plot gardeners and this was a little disheartening. 
 

12. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday 29 May 2017  


