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Granton & District Community Council 

Minutes of the meeting 
 Date: Monday 27 February 2017 

 
 
In attendance: Fred Marinello (Chair), Heather Pugh, Frederick Hessler, 
Mizan Rahman, Kashif Ather, Donald McDonald,, George Gordon, Anne 
Reid, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2. Apologies were received from: Adrian Shield, Deidre Brock, 
Cammy Day, Vicki Redpath, Ben McPherson, Lorna Forsyth, Jill 
Tateyarkh. 
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
It was noted that the flashing speed advisory signs have now 
been adjusted in Lower Granton Road. 
b. A question was raised about whether or not there was a better 

way to deal with the current wave of motorbike crime. During 
the discussion of this George Gordon and Fred Marinello 
described some of the previous initiatives which have been 
used previously  and not been as successful as hoped. A 
further question was asked about the Proceeds of Crime 
funding but as this usually only applies for a year, it is difficult 
to operate meaningful projects that will have a sustained 
impact. This does not help anyone. 

c. The Minutes were Proposed by George Gordon and Seconded 
by Mizan Rahman. 

 
4. Police Report 

a. PC Sarah Hall introduced PC Karen Maguire who has now 
joined the Forth Community Policing Team, bringing it to its full 
complement of four. 

b. PC Hall advised that Operation Eagle (3 February 2017 to 17 
March 2017), which was targeting drug offences and dealers 
across Edinburgh had resulted in some arrests in Wardieburn. 
Operation Eagle is a response to public concerns about this 
issue. 

c. The Community Alcohol Partnership was launched on 14 
February 2017, the second such initiative in Edinburgh. The 
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aim is to combat youth drinking and the associated anti-social 
behaviour in Drylaw and Corstorphine. It is funded by the 
drinks industry on a ‘polluter pays’ principal and encourages all 
those who sell alcohol (supermarkets and local shops) to work 
together to ensure that they know the law and keep staff 
training updated. 

d. Bogus workmen in Trinity and Wardie – there have been a few 
instances of ‘window cleaners’ coming to doors and requesting 
payment. PC Hall advised people to be vigilant. 

e. Drylaw Police had received a number of complaints about bad 
parking around Granton Primary (parking on the zigzags for 
example, blocking the road). PC Hall advised that they were 
going to the school for Book Day and would be assessing the 
problems while there. 

f. A question was raised about whether or not there were plans 
for any ‘sting’ operations in relation to underage cigarette 
sales. PC Hall said not specifically at present but there was an 
option that this might be linked with any underage drink sales 
under the Community Alcohol Prtnership. Their focus was 
currently on ensuring that retailers adhere to the new 
legislation ie. cigarettes must be sold in packs of 20 now. 

g. George advised that there seemed to be more quad bikes in 
action in Pilton Park. The riders often don’t wear helmets and 
they come onto the path near The Strada development at 
speeds, which could result in accidents. PC Hall advised that 
people ring 101 to report this. Police might not always attend 
but they do record the complaints so that they can map out the 
‘hot spots’. She advised that there are two officers working on 
this and they will charge offenders if they are identified from 
CCTV footage. 
 

5. Elected Member Report 
Nothing to report or submitted. 
 

6. Secretary’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
Nothing to report. 
 

7. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Nothing to report currently. 

 
8. EDI Report 

Nothing to report. 
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9. Neighbourhood Partnership Report 

a. George Gordon advised that due to an underspend of 836.00 
on the Small Grants Budget, the money had been awarded to 
Friends of West Pilton park to purchase a marquee on 
condition that it is made available to other organisations for 
hire at a reasonable charge. 

b. There was nothing else to report and no meetings have been 
advised. 

 
10. Other Business 

a. Mizan Rahman produced a report to update us on progress 
with the website and social media plans as well as notifying us 
of two events on 28 February 2017 that were of interest to the 
community. The first was the pre-planning consultation by the 
Port of Leith Housing Association in relation to Plot S, Granton 
Harbour (Chestnut Street) in Madelvic House and the second 
was the Leith links CC and Planning Democracy event in City 
Chambers. This meeting will discuss the recent Scottish 
Government consultation ‘Places, people and planning: 
Consultation on the future of the Scottish planning system’. 
Planning Aid Scotland are holding a meeting on 14 March to 
discuss the same consultation with community councils and 
other community groups.  

b. GDCC is holding a public hustings for Forth Ward candidates 
on 18 April 2017, 6-8 pm at Royston Wardieburn community 
Centre. This is an open meeting, everyone is free to attend as 
are our regular GDCC meetings on the last Monday of the 
month. There was some discussion about the demographics of 
the ward and how important it is to engage with people face-to-
face rather than depending on social media to do the job. In 
general, GDCC would like to encourage people to come not 
just to single issue meetings but to engage with GDCC on a 
wider level.  

c. A new logo has been selected for the GDCC and can be seen 
on the revamped website. The new URL is 
www.grantoncc.scot and David McNab will be contacted and 
asked to remove the old GDCC website. There is also a twitter 
account (www.twitter.com/GrantonCC ) and a facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/grantoncc. A question was asked 
about where the information could be seen eg. on a poster in 
RWCC. There are many users of the centre who might be 
interested in GDCC if they knew more particularly if they need 
a ‘first port of call’ to raise an issue. There is some information 

http://www.grantoncc.scot/
http://www.twitter.com/GrantonCC
https://www.facebook.com/grantoncc
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on GDCC in the Centre but it is perhaps not as prominent as it 
might be. There was some discussion about how it could be 
publicised perhaps with flyers or cards. 

d. Pilton Community Health Project (PCHP) have also organised 
a hustings for the Forth Ward at Craigroyston High School on 
Wednesday, 29 March 2017, 1800-2030. Contact Anita on 
0131 551 1671 or anitaaggarwal@pchp.org.uk if you need 
transport or childcare. 

e. Donald McDonald advised that the ground floor of Madelvic 
House is now available for use by community groups. The 
history group has obtained funding for new leaflets and maps 
to be designed to highlight the area’s heritage and history. He 
aslo reported that Transport Scotland have asked consultants 
to rexamine the feasibility of extending the tram line along 
Lower Granton Road. And that othere suggestions have been 
offered to the council about routing of the tram. 

f. It is understood that the Walled Garden is going to be handed 
over to the community in April. 

g. Due to council funding reductions there will be fewer staff in 
RWCC and there will be staffing transfers and redundancies. 
 

h. A question was raised about the organisations or community 
groups who have received money by donation from GDCC. 
Fred explained that this usually happens if GDCC has money 
to donate and it is often that this donations are made when the 
organisations are in time of crisis but there must be a common 
benefit for the community. 

 
11. Date and time of next meeting 

Monday, 27 March 2017 in Royston and Wardieburn Community 
Centre, at 7 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For more information, please visit our website: www.grantoncc.scot 
Like us on:  www.facebook.com/grantoncc |  Follow us: www.twitter.com/GrantonCC 

http://www.facebook.com/grantoncc
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