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Meeting Minutes (draft) 

Date: Monday 27 March 2017, 7pm. Royston & Wardieburn Community Centre 
 

In Attendance:  
Fred Marinello (Chair), Sarah Dannfald (CHAS), Martyn White, Joanne King, PC Neil 
Robinson, Donald McDonald, Anna Light (Edinburgh Airport), Tony Kirkbright 
(Edinburgh Airport), Mizan Rahman, Kashif Ather, Anne Reid, Jill Talēyarkhan, 
George Gordon (SNP council candidate Forth Ward), Lloyd Langley, Kirsty 
Sutherland (Granton Castle Walled Garden), Gillian Mackay (Scottish Greens 
council candidate Forth Ward), Eleanor Bird (SNP council candidate Forth Ward), 
Linda Garcia, Joanne King, Suzanne Ebel (Minutes) 
 
1.  Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2.  Apologies were received from Ben McPherson, Deidre Brock, Heather 
Pugh, Lorna McPherson, Gordon Robertson (Edinburgh Airport Ltd), Adrian 
Shield.  
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
a) Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
There were no matters arising from February’s minutes. 

 
4.  Police Report 

 
a) PC Neil Robinson reported that while housebreakings were down 10 fold, 

shed break-ins were markedly up. He urged everyone to look at their shed 
security and to keep valuable locked up in a secure way. He advised that Sgt 
Richard Homewood is working on the statistics to present them in a more 
meaningful, graphic manner so that relevant information can be seen at a 
glance. Other Community Councils have seen their statistics this way and it 
has been met favourably. 
 

b) PC Robinson advised that Operation Soteria is dealing with motorbike crime. 
There are dedicated officers working backshift on this supported by a 
dedicated administration team who follow up the emails and calls from the 
public. The contact people to get details from them that will enable arrests and 
hopefully prosecutions to be made. PC Robinson advised us that as much 
detail as possible should be given by people reporting these crimes eg. 
descriptions, noting times and locations etc 
Two Procurator Fiscals have been allocated to expedite court proceedings 
and Police Scotland is also working with the City of Edinburgh Council to 
enforce evictions or other sanctions on offenders. 

 
c) Operation Eagle continues and many of those involved in drug dealing are on 

remand. 
 

d) More patrols will be out looking at youth anti-social behaviour. 
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e) A question was raised about the school parking issues raised at February’s 
meeting. Pc Robinson advised that Police Scotland do not have the authority 
to fine people, they can only try to educate. They have requested that the City 
Council send wardens to tackle the problem but have not yet been successful. 
He said that while there may be an improvement while they are visible around 
schools, as soon as they move on the situation reverts. They will see if the 
Community Police team can work on an area a week and randomly visit 
schools to try and improve the situation. 
 

f) Policing 2026 Consultation: Police are now setting out for consultation on 
proposed 10 year strategy, developed collaboratively by the SPA and Police 
Scotland, to ensure that Scottish policing remains fit for the future.  To take 
part in the consultation of the strategy please visit: 
https://consult.scotland.police.uk/consultation/2026/. Deadline : 08 May 2017. 
See more details on our website. 

 
5.  Elected Member Report 

Nothing advised or submitted. 
 

6.  Secretary’s Report 
 
a) Matters Arising from Secretary’s Report 
Nothing arising from February and Mizan provided an update for March. This 
document rounds up events of interest for the area and information on the 
forthcoming hustings (18 April), voter registration and current consultations. 
The update will be available on website.  

 
7.  Treasurer’s Report 

 
a) Matters Arising from Treasurer’s Report 
Nothing to report. 

 
8.  EDI Report 

 
a) It is noted that the Council will be winding down EDI over the next two years. 

It is not clear what will happen to the company assets yet. 
 
George said that the Waterfront Plan has been changed a number of times 
but there is still not much progress. It is understood that Forth Ports and Port 
of Leith Housing Association are interested in submitting plans that will 
include more affordable housing for the area. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Partnership Report 

 
a) The Partnership has not met recently and is unlikely to meet until after the 

Council elections in May. George advised that the Friends of Pilton Park have 
not yet purchased their marquee (see February Minutes) but this is in hand. 
 

b) A question was raised about how the community was being engaged with 
current major developments. George and Fred spoke about public, single 
issue meetings that had been held previously but these had not been required 
recently. However, depending on what may happen in the Waterfront 

https://consult.scotland.police.uk/consultation/2026/
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development, they may be required in future. GDCC would therefore arrange 
meetings as required. 

 
10. Other Business 

 
 

A.  Edinburgh Airport – Flight path changes  
 

i) Anna Light and Tony Kirkbright (EAL) gave a presentation on the flight path 
consultation that ends on 30 April. The consultation only refers to take off as 
landing procedures will not change. They explained which proposed paths 
(Routes H1-H4) affected Granton and provided information booklets, paper 
copies of the consultation survey and brochures. Further information is found 
on the www.letsgofurther.com website where you can request printed 
materials, complete the survey and request translated materials as required. 
They asked GDCC to spread the word that responses are required even if you 
just comment on the proposals affecting Granton. 

 
ii. A question was asked about safety and the consequences if a plane ditched 

among the cargo ships in the Forth. Tony said that safety was a serious issue 
but this is not something that was being considered as the proposals mainly 
route over the River Almond. 
 

iii. Another question was asked about the proposed 3% growth ambition. It was 
stated that this would lead to a 0.3% increase in traffic for our flight path. 

 
iv. A question was asked about flight path divergence with the new navigation 

system. Tony replied that in a worst case scenario it is a mile and it would not 
be any worse over Cramond for example. 

 
v. A question was asked about the current perception that people have that 

planes are arriving and departing much lower and closer than before. Tony 
said that nothing has changed and that this perception was a concern to him if 
this is how people feel now. The only thing that has changed is that aircraft 
are bigger but there are no changes to flight patterns. In connection with this, 
it was suggested that Ryanair aircraft do seem to be ‘cutting corners’. Tony 
advised that if people note times and locations it will be investigated as this is 
a serious allegation. 

 
vi. It was asked why just a letter had been sent out to 634,000 households with 

no additional information. Anna replied that the letter was a ‘signpost’ to 
interested parties to go online or contact them by post or phone to get paper 
copies of the survey and the booklets and brochures. Drop-in sessions for the 
public are still being held before the consultation closes. 

 
vii. A question was asked about accessibility. Anna replied that there is an easy 

read approved version and translations are available on request. 
 

viii. It was noted that ALL the routes are closer to Edinburgh. Tony advised that if 
you look at the maps, the routes are placed where populations are likely to be 
less dense and everything will be closely examined by the CAA (UK Civil 
Aviation Authority) before decisions are made. There is no rubber-stamping of 

http://www.letsgofurther.com/
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requests from airports. It is another reason why he urged people to respond to 
the consultation and make their views count. 

ix. Anna stated that they have 6-8 weeks following the end of the consultation to 
write a Findings report for the CAA and then they must prepare a full report for 
the CAA application. The CAA will respond in October and if all/any flight path 
changes are approved then they will come into service in March/April 2018. 

 
B. Friends of Granton Castle Walled Garden 

 
i) The Walled Garden will officially be leased by the Friends of Granton Castle 

Walled Garden from mid-April. The Friends are fundraising for the next year’s 
work and will be presenting their business plan to the Council in October. There 
is plenty of scope for interested people to volunteer or be involved in the design. 
They are currently crowdfunding for a marquee, well and polytunnel. You can 
donate here: https://www.mypark.scot/projects/space-to-grow/  

 
ii) Kirsty Sutherland asked if GDCC could follow West Granton and West Pilton 

Community Councils and write a letter of support for the work of the Garden, 
addressing it to the local MSP and other interested bodies.  

 
B. Future of Royston Wardieburn Community Centre (RWCC)  

 
i) Donald McDonald spoke about the proposed changes to RWCC. The staff is 

going to be replaced with a smaller number. All transport for people attending 
classes and clubs at the centre have been stopped by the Council meaning that 
infirm and elderly people can no longer attend their clubs etc. It appears that 
when the new children’s centre is completed the centre will become office space 
and no longer a community centre. Despite representation to the appropriate 
Council members the whole situation is very unclear and unsettling for staff and 
users. It was suggested that a public meeting is organised by GDCC to highlight 
the proposed changes and gauge public feeling before the elections on 4 May 
2017. 

ii) Donald also drew attention to the new 200 bus service which will serve north 
Edinburgh (and replace the withdrawn 32 service). He urged people to spread the 
word and to use the service as improvements will only be made if Lothian Buses 
can see that the service is useful and profitable! 

 
D) Sarah Dannfald, Community Fundraiser, CHAS  
 
Sarah Dannfald from CHAS (Children’s Hospice Association Scotland) spoke 
about her charity’s work and how the public can help by fundraising or 
volunteering. Volunteering can be as little as two hours for a bucket shake or on 
an ad hoc basis. She can be contacted on 0131 444 4901, Mobile: 07484 097 
383 if you would like to volunteer or fundraise for CHAS. More information can be 
found here www.chas.org.uk  . Anna Light (Edinburgh Airport) has offered to 
support CHAS by arranging a bucket collection. 
 

11.  Date and time of next meeting 
Monday 24 April 2017, Royston and Wardieburn Community Centre, 7pm. 

 
For more information, please visit our website: www.grantoncc.scot 

Like us on:  www.facebook.com/grantoncc |  Follow us: www.twitter.com/GrantonCC 

https://www.mypark.scot/projects/space-to-grow/
http://www.chas.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/grantoncc

